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FOX, ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT. 


For Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners, until the end of 
November we have reduced your vehicle’s servicing costs. 


Even though you may not use your motor car every day it is 
important to maintain the service history as it helps protect 
the value of your vehicle and preventative maintenance is 
always more economical than an emergency repair. 


Remember this promotion is only available for cars booked 
before the end of November. All parts fitted by our 
technicians carry three year’s warranty for added peace 


of mind. 


Call Warrick Booth urgently on (02) 9380 8188. 
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ARTICLES 


Fox, Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club Open Day 
George Shores attended the Open Day organised 
by the new Distributor in New South Wales 


Inter-Clubs and Spare Parts Meetings 
Neil McLean was in the U.K. to represent the 
Club at this year’s Meetings at the Hunt House 


The Ultimate Bentley Special 
A glimpse of the special Continental R 
built for Italian Distributor Carlo Talamo 


The Ghost Goes West 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan takes us ona 
trans-Nullarbor journey by Silver Ghost 


Aussie Ghosts Tour Britain 
Keith Wherry was one of 
seven Australians who took their own 
Silver Ghosts to the U.K. for the Scottish Tour 


Preparing a Phantom V for the Peking to Paris 
John Matheson details the careful preparations 
for the great Motor Challenge 


Visiting the London Coachbuilding Sites 
Martin Bennett visited some of the sites of 
London’ s once prolific coachbuilding trade 


Phantom in the Shadows 
George Shores on Silver Shadow maintenance 


Front Cover Photo: 

John Donner (R..R.E.C.) sent this unusual picture of his 1948 Bentley ‘Cresta’ (B447CD). 
The ‘Cresta’ was based on specially modified Mk Vi chassis, with coachwork designed 
by Pinin Farina and built in France by Facel Metailon. Details worthy of note include the 
extra-heavy duty bumpers and overriders, abbreviated Bentley grille, sidelamps built into 
the horn grilles, rear-hinged bonnet, and curved windscreen. 


From the Editor 


Editor’s new ‘phone number 


Please note the amendment to my 
telephone and FAX number, which is 
now 02-4829-7140. Don't ask me why, 
because I’m as baffled as anyone else by 
the strange quirks of our telephone sys- 
tem, but if you are calling from outside the 
immediate area, even from elsewhere in 
the 02 area, you will need to dial the 02 
area code. 


Bentley ‘Cresta’ 


In 1948 Rolls-Royce Ltd’s Paris sub- 
sidiary Franco-Britannic Autos, under the 
redoubtable Walter Sleator (Sr), com- 
missioned a series of special-bodied 
Bentleys, based on the Mk VI chassis, 
called ‘Cresta’. The styling was the work 
of Pinin Farina and construction of the 
coachwork was entrusted to Facel 
Metallon (‘Forge et Ateliers de Construc- 
tion d'Eure et Loire’ — FACEL). Crewe 
supplied special chassis with shortened 
and lowered steering columns and 
3.42:1 final drive. 

Facel themselves claim that 17 ex- 
amples were built in all, but only 11 can 
be accounted for, the last of which was a 
very differently styled fixed head coupe. 

John Donner (R.R.E.C.) sent the front 
cover picture of his splendid Bentley 
Cresta (B447CD), which was the first 
example built by Facel after Farina built 
the slightly different prototype and the 
first ‘production’ car. Note the Bentley 
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A three-quarter rear view of our front cover car, John Donner's 1948 Bentley Mk Vi ‘Cresta’ 
(B447CD). The coachwork, of quite advanced design for the period, is by French coachbuilder 


Facel Meiallon to a Pinin Farina design. 


grille, mounted in the coachwork without 
its usual shell, with the Winged-‘B’ badge 
on the actual body sheetmetal, and the 
bonnet hinged at its rear edge rather than 
along the centre. 

The Cresta, particularly the existence 
of the special chassis features, sub- 
sequently lent impetus to the Bentley 
Continental project. 


Arare Silver Dawn 


Another R.R.E.C. member, Lionel 
Whitehead, has written from Ross-shire, 
Scotland, about his Freestone & Webb 
Silver Dawn (SOG48), also enclosing a 
rather nice photograph. Apparently the 
car spent several years in Sydney, at 


Lionel Whitehead’s 1954 Silver Dawn (SOG48) Freestone & Webb saloon. This rare car lived for 
a while in Sydney with its doctor owner, before he (and the car) returned to England in 1983. 


least part of that time with the New South 
Wales registration number SD-319. 

It was owned by a Mr F.M. Dobbs of 
Darling Point before being acquired in 
1978 by a Dr Derek Dalziel, who returned 
to England for his retirement in 1983, 
taking the car with him. After that, it spent 
some time in Texas, so this car has seen 
the world! 

SOG48 is in exceptionally fine condi- 
tion and won two awards at the 1996 
R.R.E.C. Annual Rally. Manuela and | 
attended that Rally and | recall Richard 
Mann and myself having an appreciative 
look at the car when it was parked at the 
motel where we were staying. 

Lionel is interested in piecing together 
the car’s history and would be most 
grateful if any reader able to help with 
details of the period spent in Australia 
would kindly contact the Editor, who will 
send any information winging towards 
the Scottish Highlands. 


Radiator hose durability 


A considerable number of members 
responded ory favourably to Stan 
Spackman’s article on his 1963 Silver 
Cloud III, SDW491, in the last issue. The 
only negative comments concerned the 
wisdom of leaving radiator hoses on a car 
for more than three decades. One reader 
even suggested that it would be prudent 
to discard the spare hoses which Stan 
bought 30 years ago. 

Being inclined towards a similar way 
of thinking | was interested to hear from 
Stan, who reported that the upper rad- 
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iator hose finally gave up the struggle 
shortly after his article appeared in print! 
The hose was inno sense perished, Stan 
reports, but a split opened up in it due to 
fatigue in the area of the hose most 
affected by engine movement. Stan also 
reports that the spare hoses he pur- 
chased 30 years ago are in perfect con- 
dition, with not the slightest sign of 
perishing. He points out that when one 
buys a ‘new’ hose it is unlikely to be new 
in the true sense. In fact, one really has 
no way of telling how old such a ‘new’ 
hose really is. It could well be 30 years 
old, as they do not carry a ‘use by’ date. 

However, since these hoses are ob- 
viously subject to fatigue in use, Stan 
now suggests that we should err on the 
side of caution by replacing them every 
quarter of a century, provided of course 
that we use genuine Rolls-Royce hoses! 


New Sydney service centre 


The new Sydney service centre for 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars has been 
established by Fox, Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley at Unit 1, 66 O'Riordan Street, 
Alexandria. Both Service Manager 
Warwick Booth and Parts Manager Tom 
Small can be contacted there. The 
telephone number is the same as that 
of the Rushcutters Bay showroom: 
02-9380-8188. 

If it is more convenient, your car may 
be left at Rushcutters Bay for service, or 
it can be collected directly from your 
home or office. 

On Saturday, August 30th | accom- 
panied fellow A.C.T. Branch members 
George Shores, Greg Whellum and 
Peter Smith to an open day at the new 
service centre. Our Federal President 
and Secretary also attended, as did a 
considerable number of N.S.W. Branch 
members and their cars. Elsewhere in 
this issue, George Shores has provided 
a more adequate coverage of the day 
than | could in this Editorial. 


A Career in Coachbuilding 


A slight inexactitude crept into one of 
the picture captions in Part 2 of Richard 
Mann's excellent series A Career in the 
Coachbuilding Trade in the last issue. 
The caption to the photograph at the 
bottom of p.2985 inadvertently implied 
that the underframe for the Corniche two- 
door saloon arrived at Mulliner Park 
Ward “complete with roof structure”. In 
fact, the underframe as received from 
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The Silver Shadow (Corniche from March 1 97 1) two-door saloon underframe, as it looked prior 


to panelling. It should be noted that the roof structure was not part of the underframe as received 
from the supplier, Pressed Steel Fisher, but was added by Mulliner Park Ward at Willesden. 
IHustration courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 


Pressed Steel Fisher was common to the 
two-door saloon and the convertible and 
was sourced from standard four-door 
saloon production. It did not include any 
roof structure. This was added after 
arrival and prior to panelling. 

The windscreen framing seen in the 
same picture was also not part of the 
underframe as received, this being 
added by MPW. Additional stiffening was 
applied to convertible bodies. The steel 
strut which can be seen forward of the ‘A’ 


post was part of this strengthening. The 
false rear seat squab panel, also visible 
in the p.2985 picture, was an additional 
panel on both the two-door saloon and 
the convertible, mounted four inches 
forward of the standard panel, which 
remained in position but reduced in 
height. Also visible in the photo is the 
false heelboard, again four inches for- 
ward of standard. This was fitted after 
removal of the four-door saloon seat 
cushion retaining flange. The above pic- 


Events List 


Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the 
Secretary of the Branch concerned (listed in the front of this journal) for full 
details of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. 


November 4 
November 9 
November 9 
November 16 
November 22 
November 30 
December 14 


April 5-9, 1998 


S.A. Technical evening, V.M. Engineering. 


N.S.W. Visit to Terrance Vale Wines. 

W.A. Guilderton Luncheon run. 

Vic. Silver Wraith Day, Winchelsea. 

N.S.W. Annual Dinner Dance. 

Qld. Annual Dinner and Presentation of Trophies. 
S.A. Christmas picnic. 


N.S.W. Southern Aurora Overlander from Sydney to the 


Phillip Island Federal Rally. All Branches invited. 


April 9-13, 1998 


Federal. 40th Annual Federal Rally, Phillip island, 


Victoria. Hosted by the Victoria Branch. 


ture shows the two-door saloon under- 
frame, with roof structure but unpanelled. 

A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 
continues in our next issue. 


Bentley performance 


In recent years the Company has 
sought, with considerable success, to re- 
establish the Bentley as a high-perform- 
ance motor car. Yet to those ‘in the 
know’, this has always been the case. | 
was recently reminded, twice, of the ex- 
tent to which this is true. 

At Swan Hill | had the great pleasure 
of driving former Federal President Peter 
Cox's 1935 31% Litre Park Ward saloon 
(B64EF). Not only are these pre-war 
Bentleys thoroughly charming cars to 
drive, but they offer an excellent turn of 
performance as well. 

B64EF lived for a while with its then 
owner in Switzerland, where its speedo- 
meter drive was re-geared so that the 


Letter to the Eaitor 


V-8 Silver Clouds 


| thoroughly enjoyed the recent article 
by Stan Spackman on his Silver Cloud Ill 
and agree with him that the Silver Cloud 
models are superb touring vehicles. My 
wife Christine and | drove our 1960 Silver 
Cloud II (LSCW502) to Wollongong for 
the 1996 Federal Rally and were amazed 
with the ease with which the car handled 
the journey. We cruised effortlessly at 
70mph and accelerated rapidly to over 
90mph while overtaking semi-trailers. 
The Rolls-Royce became quieter and 
more responsive with every kilometre 
and felt like it would go on forever. Unfor- 
tunately it now spends most of its days 
locked up in its garage with the oc- 
casional Club run to break the boredom, 
which is unfair to such a spirited motor 
car. 

Our car was deliveredn +o Dr John 
Sheperd in Toowoomba. The Sheperd 
family always holidayed at Noosa at the 
same time as our family and when the 
new Rolls-Royce turned up my cousin 
and | raced over to see it. The good 
doctor offered us a ride to Tewantin and 
| remember sitting in awe in the front seat 
watching the sper dometer passing 
85mph going up steep Noosa Hill, which 
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normally mph instrument now reads in 
km/h, without in any way altering the 
appearance. This is convenient in 
Australia, of course, except for the fact 
that the speedometer is now effectively 
only calibrated to 110 km/h instead of its 
original 110 miles per hour, which means 
that there is now a tendency to run out of 
speedometer! There is certainly no prob- 
lem in keeping up with — and overtaking 
— modern traffic. 

At the recent open day at the new Fox, 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley service centre 
(see above) | was given the opportunity 
to drive N.S.W. Branch member Eric 
Lang’s 1949 Mk VI (B400EY). Again, the 
pace of modern traffic presents no 
problems for these early post-war 
Bentleys. It is abundantly clear that in 
their day, these cars were better per- 
formers than practically any other saloon 
car, as well as a good many cars of 
distinct sporting pretensions. Today, 


was a single track tar strip in those days. 
The doctor drove this car very hard in- 
deed and regularly took it to its top speed 
of 115mph on his frequent trips to Bris- 
bane. He preferred to have it serviced in 
Sydney for some reason, and travelled 
there regularly. 

| understand he owned the car for 13 
years before it went south and had 
numerous owners, finally ending up in a 
most embarrassing situation as the prize 
in a competition run by New /dea 
magazine in 1983. The winner was a 
Brisbane fellow who looked at the car in 
amazement and, deciding it was not for 
him, put it in to auction. My father was 
interested in buying a Rolls-Royce at the 
time so we appeared on the day and 
found that we had two Silver Cloud IIs to 
choose from. We were able to drive both 
and it was very obvious which of the cars 
was the better. It felt good, was respon- 
sive to all controls and drove beautifully, 
whereas the other felt tired and sluggish. 
Half an hour and $19,000 later we drove 
home in our prize and began a very 
happy association which has continued 
to the present day. 

In 1984 we went to England and 
visited the Hunt House to enquire about 
the car’s history and were amazed to find 
that we now owned a Rolls-Royce we 
had known since new! 

| have been reading PRAECLARUM 
for many years now and unless | am 
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they continue to offer performance that to 
all intents and purposes is to modern 
standards. 


Thinking caps 

Many members responded to Tom 
Clarke’s item in P.3-97, calling upon 
long-standing members in particular to 
don their thinking caps. A great deal of 
useful information was received, and all 
of it has been passed on to Tom, who has 
asked me to record his thanks to those 
who responded. He is also writing to 
each of you to thank you individually. 

Tom’s book, Aolls-Royce in Australia, 
is to be published by the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation Australia. It will be charact- 
erised by Tom's scholarly research and 
will be profusely illustrated with historic 
photographs. The target publication date 
is some time in 1998. 


Martin Bennett 


going blind have seldom seen an article 
on the Silver Cloud Il, let alone a front 
cover photograph of one. Is this the for- 
gotten Rolls-Royce car, sandwiched be- 
tween the first (6-cylinder) Silver Cloud 
and the ultimate Series III? Certainly, to 
the uninitiated it looks no different from a 
Series |, but | cannot see that the Series 
lil was a huge technical improvement 
over it, or that it had superior ride or 
handling. Would you please feature an 
article on these excellent cars so that our 
many Silver Cloud I] owning members 
can feel that they do own something 
worthwhile? 


Dean Prangley, 
Queensland Branch. 


Editorial response: / would be 
delighted to publish an article on the 
Silver Cloud II if somebody submits one. 
Likewise, there is no impediment to that 
model appearing on the front cover other 
than the fact that nobody has ever sub- 
mitted a suitable photograph of one. For 
those wondering about the chassis 
number of Dean’s car, LSCW502, it is 
interesting that despite the ‘L’ prefix, 
which normally denotes left-hand drive, 
this is and has always been a right-hand 
drive car. It is difficult to escape the con- 
clusion that when they numbered this 
car, Crewe made a rare and uncharac- 
teristic slip-up! — M.1.B. 
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From the Federal President 


Fox, Rolls-Royce & Bentley 


Many thanks to Stephen Timperley 
and his Crewe — pun intended — for 
hosting a Club open day at the new Fox, 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley service centre in 
Alexandria during August. 

The contingent from the A.C.T. 
Branch, there bright and early, were keen 
not to waste any time and the day saw a 
steady trickle of N.S.W. Branch mem- 
bers take time to look at the workshop 
displays and the cars on the floor, and to 
take a ride in a couple of very impressive 
new cars. 

These occasions assist in building a 
cooperative relationship between pur- 
chaser and provider, as well as promot- 
ing the Company expertise. The 
mechanical advice freely given to 
members by Service Manager Warwick 
Booth and his staff was very much 
appreciated, I'm sure. 


Club Shops 


In the past month or so no fewer than 
three members of different Branches 
have approached me regarding a co- 
ordinated Club Shop arrangement. Al- 
though | do not see this as a Federal 
function, | strongly support a closer 
relationship between the various shop 
managers in the expectation that it would 
promote more efficient purchasing 
through economies of scale, reduce 
duplication of orders and stock, and 
make more efficient use of Branch funds. 

| hope that those shop managers with 
whom | have spoken will take up the 
opportunity to liaise closely with their 
counterparts in other Branches with a 
view to obtaining a rationalised range of 
goods at reasonable prices for the 
benefit of members. 


Phillip Island Federal Rally 


Posted with the last issue of 
PRAECLARUM were the registration 
forms for the next Federal Rally, at Phillip 
{sland in Victoria next April. It promises 
to be an exciting Rally with no shortage 
of functions and events to keep us enter- 


tained. A substantial ‘early bird’ discount 
was offered for early registrations, which 
apart from the monetary bonus for 
entrants also greatly assists those plan- 
ning the Rally to have an early indication 
of expected numbers. | therefore hope 
that you took advantage of this offer, thus 
assuring you of your preferred accom- 
modation and a place at those popular 
functions. 

Allan Simpson (N.S.W.) is in charge 
of organising an Overlander from Sydney 
to the Rally. These tours have proved 
extremely popular in the past, so look out 
for details elsewhere in this issue and join 
in for that added camaraderie and driving 
enjoyment with your fellow Club mem- 
bers. 


R.R.0.C.A. on the Internet 


Thanks to the efforts of Kim Stapleton 
and Chris Gillings (N.S.W.), and Susan 
Flashman and Carol van der Pennen 
(S.A.), the Club is nearly ready to go 
‘on-line’ on the Internet. In fact, the S.A. 
Branch is already there. We are hoping 
to have the Federal Home Page avail- 
able by the end of October with informa- 
tion on the Club generally, the Federal 
body and the individual Branches. 

Once a Branch has established its 
own page, the Home Page will contain 
hyperlinks to it, but in the meantime we 
shall ensure that there are sufficient 
details for anyone looking for information 
on the Club or a particular Branch to 
enable them to find it easily. 

Over the coming weeks Federal 
Secretary Kim will consult with each 
Branch on the proposed content of the 
site and layouts with the aim, as | said, of 
getting ‘on-line’ by the end of October. 


The Foundation 


There still seems to be some disquiet 
out there regarding the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation, the manner in which the 
Trustees were appointed, and its vision 
for the future. 

The Federal Executive at the time was 
charged with getting the organisation off 
the ground as quickly as possible and 


this it did with only the very best of inten- 
tions and the best interests of the Club at 
heart. | personally feel that had a different 
approach been taken, as now advocated 
by some members, the outcome would 
have been exactly the same but some- 
what delayed while the inevitable lively 
discussion took place. The Trustees 
were appointed after much very careful 
consideration. All are members of long 
standing, and three are Honorary Life 
Members. All have a history of Club 
involvement in many varied capacities 
both Branch and Federal, and are 
successful business and professional 
people. 

The Trustees are putting a great deal 
of effort into the establishment of the 
Foundation, including finding permanent 
premises, raising funds to enable it to go 
forward, and gathering reference and 
display material, all of which will be of 
enormous benefit to Club members and 
future generations. 

However, whilst | recognise that n. 
amount of discussion is going to con- 
vince those with a negative approach of 
the soundness of the decisions taken to 
date, | do hope that they too will come to 
realise that through the efforts of many in 
the Club the Foundation will be an im- 
portant complementary part of the 
Rolls-Roy © and Bentley movement in 
Australia and internationally. 

| also ask you to remember that this is 
a labour of love for the Trustees and the 
Advisory Committee. They deserve the 
support of each member, and they 
deserve the support of all the Branches. 


Happy Motoring, 
lan Dunn 


Fox, Rolls-Royce & Bentley 


Club Open Day 


By George Shores (A.C.T.) 


When it was announced that York 
Motors would not be continuing with their 
long time dealership of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, there was uncertainty 
and confusion. We wondered, who will 
take over here in eastern Australia (if in- 
deed anyone)? Would my staff contacts in 
Spare Parts be lost? What of the many 
records of all the cars sold and/or serviced 
by York Motors over the past 50 years? 

All my concerns were laid to rest on 
Saturday, August 30th 1997, when Martin 
Bennett, Peter Smith and Greg Whellum 
accompanied me to the Club Open Day at 
the newly opened FOX, ROLLS-ROYCE 
& BENTLEY Service Centre in Alex- 
andria. It was a fruitful and enjoyable day, 
well worth the long journey which my 
Silver Shadow II (SRH34273) of course 
turned into a short and easy journey. Fol- 
lowing is my brief account of the high- 
lights, but firstly a few words about the 
new Managing Director. 

Mr Stephen Timperley, the recently ap- 
pointed Managing Director of Fox, Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley, came to this position 
from Singapore where he was based as the 
Regional Manager of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd in the Asia Pacific sector. He is 
married to Robyn and they have a three- 
year-old daughter, Bianca. 

The purpose of the Club Open Day was 
to introduce us to the staff and facilities at 
the new Service Centre. I wanted to meet 
Stephen’s team and get a first-hand look at 
the new facility. I was not disappointed on 
either count. Most of the Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley technicians transferred directly 
from York Motors, as did the Spare Parts 
Manager and his assistant. The Sales & 
Marketing Manager, Stuart Groves (who I 
had met at the recent Bruce Ross Memorial 
Run) was his usual helpful self in supply- 
ing me with answers to all the questions I 
should have asked on Saturday instead of 
rushing off to see the cars, tools and equip- 
ment. 

Arriving at 10.30 a.m., we were met by 
Stephen who walked us through the 
facility and introduced us to his staff. We 
were then left to browse through the spare 
parts on display (and offered at special 
prices for the day) and to look over the cars 
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enjoying a snack at the Fox, Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club Open Day. 


and test equipment. While I had a close 
look at the engine tuning and analysis ap- 
paratus, Martin chatted to old friends and 
Peter and Greg had a good look over some 
of the Silver Shadows in for servicing. We 
all bought consumable spares for our cars, 
and Greg managed to beat Peter to last R-R 
cap on sale. 

Warwick Booth, the very pleasant and 
exceedingly helpful Service Manager, 
agreed to test drive my car. I was worried 
about a couple of noises — a slight cyclic 
sound (which may be the tyres) and a rattle 
in the back end. Wouldn’t you know it? We 
could not get the car to misbehave. It 
defeated us, so we returned to the Service 
Centre. Warwick suggested that I look at 
the levelling rams, which might be sticking 
a little, and agreed that the tyres might be 
responsible for the cyclic noise. 

There were several hoists in use to in- 
spect members’ cars so I joined the queue 
and in a short time it was my car’s turn. 
SRH34273 was driven into the workshop 
and the front end jacked up. When the 
technician approached the car with a crow- 
bar I became I became a little apprehen- 
sive! He levered the bottoms of the tyres 
upwards and it was immediately apparent 
that both of my lower ball-joints were in 
need of immediate attention. The upper 
ones were not too bad, but will get looked 
after too. 

The car then went up on the hoist and 
was given a very thorough inspection. A 
deteriorating rear engine mount was 
pointed out to me, and I was advised to 
replace it soon unless I wanted to remodel 
my fan and radiator. Oil was leaking from 
the rear of the ‘B’ bank rocker cover too, 
usually a good indication that the gaskets 
had set hard with age. Mine had been 
replaced a short while ago so we checked 
the rocker cover securing bolts and found 


them loose! A quick tweak and the prob- 
lem was fixed. Greg and Peter, in the back 
of the car, had noticed a rattle on the way 
down. As the car was on the hoist, they 
took the opportunity to track it down. They 
did. The handbrake cable was loose in its 
bracket, which we temporarily fixed with 
soft-drink can pull-tab! 

Other than the above, the mechanicals 
were fine. 

We socialised with members of the 
New South Wales Branch, comparing 
notes, cars and experiences. Martin was 
invited by his old friend Eric Lang to drive 
his 1949 Bentley Mk VI (B400EY) and 
they invited me to be ballast. Not having 
been a member of the ‘white knuckle 
brigade’ for quite some time I foolishly 
accepted! At Eric’s urging, we careered 
around in the fast-moving traffic of the 
roads around the Sydney Airport, easily 
keeping pace with modern cars. I think we 
managed to scare some Saturday drivers 
into becoming Sunday drivers! The car and 
Martin seemed far less affected than the 
self-loading freight! 

The day slipped by and the others made 
‘time to go’ noises so we said our thank 
yous and farewells and left at around 3.30 
p.m. ‘Homing pigeon Bennett got us lost 
for a while in the outer suburbs (/ deny this 
completely. — Ed.) but we eventually 
found the Freeway and had an uneventful 
trip home. 

On the debit side of the ledger, we used 
about $60 in fuel, added another 500 km. 
onto the odometer, spent an undisclosed 
(to our wives) amount on spares and 
monogrammed clothing, and I found out 
that I would soon be up for $1,000 or more 
in replacement parts. On the credit side, we 
were entertained, educated, and got some 
bargains. We also had a good time, so I 
reckon it balances out. ~ 
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Inter-Clubs and Spare Parts Meetings 


Spare Parts Meeting 


On the afternoon of June 17th, 1997 I 
attended the Spare Parts Meeting at the 
Hunt House with representatives of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd, Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club, Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club Inc. (north America), Bentley 
Drivers’ Club and Jack Barclay Ltd. 

Those participating were: 


Graham Cooper (R.R.M.C. Ltd, Chair) 
Steve Hunt (R.R.M.C. Ltd) 

Stan Christofi (Jack Barclay Ltd) 
Ben Murray (Jack Barclay Ltd) 

Peter Baines (R.R.E.C.) 

Alan Bunting (R.R.E.C.) 

John Clough (R.R.E.C.) 

David Evans (R.R.E.C.) 

Adrian Veit (R.R.O.C. Inc.) 

Neil McLean (R.R.O.C. of Australia) 
Bill Medcalf (B.D.C.) 

Rob Webb (B.D.C.) 


The Meeting was chaired by Graham 
Cooper, who is the Manager of Spare Parts 
and Accessories at Crewe. Graham started 
the Meeting by explaining what was 
actually happening at Crewe at the present 
time. 

Graham explained that the Machine 
Shop at Crewe has been closed and the 
machines sold off. That work is now sub- 
contracted out. The current V-8 engine is 
now made at Cosworth Engineering, a 
Vickers company, and is delivered to 
Crewe ready to install in the cars. A 
separate company, BMW and Rolls-Royce 
Engine Developments, continues to 
develop the future engines which will be 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley specific and not 
interchangeable with any of the engines in 
the BMW range of cars. The existing V-8 
will continue to be fitted to the two-door 
Bentleys for some time to come, with no 
cut-off dates being given. The engine will 
continue to be developed, with twin turbo- 
chargers or possibly supercharging. I 
asked whether the new cars will have the 
five-speed gearbox or two-speed differ- 
ential, to which Graham replied “All 


The Hunt House, June 17th 


Reported by Neil McLean (W A.) 


things are possible”. 

On the new motor cars, in terms of 
design, ‘different’ is the word — materials, 
aerodynamics and safety are all at the 
forefront. The new body is being built at 
the newbody plant at Crewe. Some forty 
million pounds is being spent at Crewe to 
bring the factory into the next century for 
motor car production, and to tailor-make 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars to 
owner specification. 

On spare parts, turnover exceeded 
twenty-eight million pounds last year and 
in line with the commitment to owners, 
especially of older cars, we can expect to 
see a reduction in the cost of maintenance. 
This is a result of the after-market parts 
which have been appearing all over the 
world and eating into Rolls-Royce’s 
market share. The post-1955 parts prices 
were to be reduced in September 1997 and 
pre-1955 parts from mid-1998. 

Rolls-Royce are still concerned that 
they don’t know what parts will be re- 
quired in the future. If a part is ‘no longer 
available’, all an owner is interested in is 
finding a replacement, not informing 
Rolls-Royce that they cannot get the part. 
The Company is carrying out a ‘twenty 
year’ usage buy-in of Silver Shadow and 
Silver Spirit range panels, after which the 
tooling will be scrapped. This should not 
be allowed to happen! It should be offered 
for storage for future use. All the Club 
representatives agreed with this but 
whether it will have any effect remains to 
be seen. 

Alan Bunting (R.R.E.C.) offered the 
view that the Company was still not getting 
it right with spares as a majority of their 
members were still having problems get- 
ting parts from Jack Barclay’s due to nil 
stock at Rolls-Royce. Alan also said that 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars should co- 
operate more with the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Specialists Association, rather 
than viewing them as the enemy. The sub- 
ject of product liability was mentioned and 
Graham Cooper stated that Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd carried their own on all of 
their parts. Owners also have to be 


prepared to accept approved modifications 
as parts are no longer available on a perm- 
anent basis. 

Peter Baines (R.R.E.C.) said that the 
price of manuals would be coming down 
to reflect today’s lower production costs. 

Ben Murray (Spare Parts Manager, 
Jack Barclay Ltd) stated that they were 
now carrying just under 4,000 line items 
and their current stock order was some 
£70,000. The turnover in pre-1955 parts 
was over £300,000 with two-thirds going 
overseas. At this point I asked why the 
R.R.O.C. of Australia was not given the 
benefit of the 10% discount offered to 
R.R.E.C. members. Were we being 
punished because we did buy parts? The 
answer was simple: identify yourself as a 
member of the R.R.O.C. and receive a 10% 
discount. Success! Barclay’s need to be 
able to identify R.R.O.C. members, so per- 
haps the Branches should be issuing a Club 
membership card and number to all our 
members. 

With this Graham closed the Meeting 
and we adjourned for refreshments before 
the commencement of the Inter-Clubs 
Meeting. 


Inter-Clubs Meeting 


This Meeting was chaired by Bill 
Slater, Manager of Owner Services at 
Crewe. Bill and Graham Cooper com- 
mented that the Spare Parts Meeting had 
been very open and progressive. 

The Company magazine Queste still 
serves to keep owners abreast of the 
Company’s motor car developments, 
while the new dealer magazine Mihi 
Exculta (roughly translated ‘made for me’) 
will keep dealers informed of the latest 
retail trends. Bill went on to ask if there 
was any special reason for Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars to celebrate the year 2000 and 
in general it was agreed that there was not. 
However, the Rolls-Royce Centenary 
plans for 2004 are very much in people’s 
minds, and all Clubs are asked to liaise and 
co-ordinate events with the R.R.E.C. 

Factory visits have been suspended 
following the decision to launch all new 


Spare Parts Meeting Delegates at the Hunt House, June 17th. Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
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Australia representative Neil McLean second from left. Meeting Chairman Graham Cooper 
(Spare Parts Manager at Crewe) is6th from left. Looking over his right shoulder is Bhis colleague 
Bill Slater, who chaired the Inter-Clubs Meeting later in the day. 


models from Crewe, and to give owners 
who want to collect their car from the 
factory the opportunity to to enjoy “The 
Crewe Experience’. This will involve a 
new ‘Heritage Tunnel’ leading from the 
newly remodelled Reception area, and 
then on to the actual factory visit, followed 
by collection of the customer’s new Rolls- 


Royce or Bentley motor car. 

1,744 cars, a 12% improvement on 
1995, were built in 1996. 1997 is expected 
to finish with a 13% increase. More than 
half the cars now go through Mulliner Park 
Ward for bespoke features and finishing. 
Jack Barclay Ltd are currently having ten 
Bentley Azures and ten Continental R 
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special edition cars built. Rolls-Royce 
Heritage have acquired another Spitfire 
which is expected to be flying soon. 

The R.R.E.C. now has some 9,000 
members, and some 57 Silver Ghosts were 
in to celebrate the Club’s 40th Anniver- 
sary. The American R.R.O.C. now has 
some 6,000 members and enjoys a full 
programme of events including four tours 
each year. 

I gave a brief report on the R.R.O.C. of 
Australia’s strengths (we have no weak- 
nesses) and pointed out that with the con- 
tinued support of some very stalwart 
members the preservation, restoration and 
enjoyment of Sir Henry Royce’s products 
remained foremost in members’ minds. 
Martin Bennett continued to be the back- 
bone of our Club magazine, giving the 
Club the benefit of a unique relationship 
with Rolls-Royce, and I know the Com- 
pany will continue to be supportive of this 
relationship as Martin continues to ‘spread 
the gospel’. 

I thoroughly enjoyed being given the 
opportunity to represent the R.R.O.C. of 
Australia, and would like to record my 
thanks to David Vann and Martin Bennett 
for enabling this to happen. i 


The Ultimate Bentley Special? 


SESE EeE: 


Bentley Continental R. 


In all honesty, the interior is characterised more by what has been left 
off rather than by additional features! Note the quilted leather finishes, 
Continental T-style aluminium fascia, and no air-bags. 


In his article Drive Day in our last issue, Mark Babidge referred 
to the very special Bentley Continental R built for an Italian 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley dealership owner. Mark and your Editor 
were seated at the Dawn Patrol breakfast at the Perth Federal Rally 
with Richard Charlesworth (Crewe’s Public Affairs Manager) 
when Richard told us about this car. 

Chris Ladley, the Company’s photographer who takes the 
superb new model photographs you see from time to time in these 
pages, was kind enough to provide the pictures you see here. ~ 


Sr Talamo’s special Bentley Continental R. Polished aluminium bonnet 
with air-scoops, mesh grille with fans highlighted in yellow, and only 
one pair of headlights. Inside, the racing roll-cage can be glimpsed. 

199 in eee ok re : r 
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Early motorists usually photographed their cars at Madura Pass, a major point of achievement in a Nullarbor crossing. So 88NE duly lined up for 
photographs with glimpse of the Escarpment and flat plain beyond. 


The Ghost Goes West 


Some senior members may recall the 
charming film ‘The Ghost Goes West’ in 
which a wealthy American bought a Scot- 
tish castle, had it dismantled stone by 
stone, transported to America and there 
reerected, not realising that the friendly 
ghost which inhabited the castle had also 
emigrated along with the building, con- 
tinuing his unpredictable haunting in the 
castle’s new location. 

Since 88NE, our 1921 40/50 h.p. ‘Al- 
pine Eagle’ Silver Ghost had recently been 
transported from England to Australia, had 
been refurbished in Adelaide, and was now 
being asked to drive nearly 2,000 miles 
half across Australia, the title of this old 
film seemed appropriate to our journey. 

While we were contemplating the pur- 
chase of 88NE Jeanette turned to me and 
said “If we buy this Ghost I'd like to drive 
across the Nullarbor to Perth in it”. In the 
euphoria of pre-purchase excitement this 
seemed like a good idea, so I readily 
agreed. 

In preparation for this long trip, apart 
from the previously mentioned mechani- 
cal refurbishing, attention was paid to sen- 
sible creature comforts like the removal of 
lumps from the seat cushions and the 
making and fitting of a full set of side 


By Gavin Sandford-Morgan (S A.) 


curtains to give us protection from 
whatever weather the Nullarbor might 
throw at us. Stowage was found for addi- 
tional spare parts and tools, also suitable 
containers for spare fuel, oil, and water, 
together with tyres and tubes. 

Since Ghosts are well known to have a 
healthy thirst, consistent with their weight 
and engine size and not inconsiderable 
frontal area, the distances between petrol 
supplies were studied and plotted. Careful 
refurbishing of the carburetter was also 
carried out, this activity being rewarded 
with an average fuel consumption of a little 
over 14 mpg, despite some head winds, 
and there were no concerns about shortage 
of petrol supplies while averaging 55 to 60 
mph at a steady 1600-1700 engine rpm. 

In planning this trip of some 1750 miles 
we decided to try to work to a five day 
program, which meant an average of some 
350 miles per day. In reality, however, 
actual mileages were dictated by reported- 
ly acceptable accommodation. As a result 
we anticipated at least one longday of 
some 450 miles, compensated by one or 
two shorter days. 


Tuesday 25th March 


Adelaide to Wudinna, some 360 miles 


via Port Augusta. No problems except for 
ineffective seal between top of windscreen 
and front hood bow creating very windy 
cockpit conditions. 

Comfortable and friendly small motel, 
the evening enlivened by pleasant chat 
with two enthusiastic BMW-mounted 
speed cops accompanying over-width road 
transport to the W.A. border. On their ad- 
vice we decided to head for Nullarbor 
Roadhouse, at the head of the Great 
Australian Bight, a distance of some 320 
miles, as we were making better progress 
than anticipated. 


Wednesday 26th March 


An hour spent in the morning lacing 
down the front hood flap to the windscreen 
wingnuts, wiper pivots, and any other 
available protruberance. This proved very 
effective in closing the wind gap, but also 
meant that windscreen wipers could not be 
used. Problem if we meet rain. 

Hot day with nasty strong north wind 
and temperature up around 40°C. Condi- 
tions unpleasant for occupants, but Ghost 
apparently unperturbed. 

Strong wind blowing from right hand 
side accentuated the heavy impact of the 
air shock-wave produced by oncoming fast 
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Easy cruising for a Silver Ghost. Further on, this landscape gives way to the treeless Nullarbor 


Plain. 


moving road-trains, giving us serious con- 
cern for the ability of the hood fabric to 
survive. Adopted policy is slowing right 
down as each road-train thundered down 
on us. Time wasting, but prudent. Nullar- 
bor Roadhouse consists of fuel station, 
small motel/cafe/restaurant, a light aircraft 
strip immediately behind the motel, and a 
large fibreglass whale disporting itself in 
front of the petrol pumps. Nothing else. 
Pulling in after long hot tiring day, with 
the sand and dust being blasted along by 
the hot north wind. Face appears in win- 
dow of one of the temporarily dormant, but 
still menacing road-trains, and calls out 
“Tts a hell of a long way to bring a nice old 
car like that to get it sandblasted, mate — 


why didn’t you get it done at home?” 
Good question! 

Nullarbor Roadhouse is a popular 
gathering point for ‘whale-watchers’ 
during the calving season, when the 
whales come close in shore under the spec- 
tacular cliffs. At the height of the season 
there can be 40 or SO light aircraft parked 
around the back of the motel, with similar 
number of cars and vans bringing people 
from all over Australia and overseas to see 
the spectacular frolicking of the whales. 
Hence emblem of the lonely fibreglass 
whale in front of the motel. 


Thursday 27th March 


Discussion with some West-East 


The start of the famous 90 Mile Straight on the Nullarbor Plain. 


90 MILE STRAIGHT 
AUSTRALIA'S LONGEST STRAIGHT ROAD 


146.6 km 
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travellers suggests that next reasonable 
accommodation is at Balladonia, a dis- 
tance of some 450 miles, at western end of 
the Nullarbor Plain. Therefore decided to 
make this our extra long day which would 
be helped by the 2/4 hour time difference 
between Western Australia and South 
Australia, which would give us extra time 
to reach Balladonia in daylight. 

Quick stop to view and photograph the 
magnificent coastal cliffs at the Head of 
the Bight and then on to Eucla. While 
fuelling Ghost and crew, bedraggled local 
wove his way across from the pub, peered 
closely at the Ghost, and said “I told the 
silly buggars in the pub it was a Rolls- 
Royce not a Model T Ford. Anyway I 
know a Silver Ghost when I see one — 
used to have an SA MG and a TC!”. Man 
then circles off back in general direction of 
pub calling out over his shoulder “good on 
yer, mate — have a good trip”. Obviously 
man of rare motoring erudition and dis- 
cernment. 

Drop down through the Eucla Pass to 
the plain below the Escarpment, a row of 
cliffs which follow the coastline a few 
miles inland, apparently having been the 
sea cliffs in an earlier age. At Madura 
climb up through Madura Pass back on to 
high ground. Early motorists usually 
photographed their cars at Madura Pass, a 
major point of achievement in a Nullarbor 
crossing. So 88NE duly lined up for 
photographs with glimpse of the Escarp- 
ment and flat plain beyond. 

Encountered the 90-Mile Straight, 
‘Australia’s longest straight road’. Slight 
bend at the end of the 90 miles a very 
welcome sight! Road surface conditions 
poor due to combination of ‘tramline’ ef- 
fect and corrugation-like ripples and 
bumps. Locals and other travellers tell us 
this deformation caused by the high-speed 
road-trains which are quite intimidating, 
with up to three trailer sections, roaring 
along at 90-95 mph (140-150 km/h). 
Rough road conditions cause heavy work 
for Ghost’s suspension and steering, but 
some compensation to hear that modern 
cars and 4-wheel drives also experience 
same unpleasant effects. 

Another potential, but somewhat un- 
expected road hazard is chance of meeting 
light aircraft on road! Signs every now and 
again with silhouette of aircraft warning 
that road may be used by Royal Flying 
Doctor Service for emergency landing. 
And why not? Perfectly good landing strip 
stretching for miles! 
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Plenty of signs warning of kangaroos, 
emus, camels, and wombats on road, but 
no sign to warn of huge eagles feeding on 
dead bodies of above animals. Not nice 
thought for Alpine Eagle to have head on 
confrontation with Wedge-tailed Eagle! 

Make it safely to Balladonia just before 
sunset, last 20 or 30 miles in evening dusk 
resulting in some near misses with above 
assorted birds and mammals. Ready to 
dodge every roadside bush if it suddenly 
moves and develops into fauna. 

Happy to reach Balladonia safely after 
nearly 1142 hours in the saddle. Share 
motel with 70-year-old Cliff Young who 
is running to Perth on acharity fund-raiser. 


Friday 28th March (Good Friday) 


Relatively easy run of some 245 miles 
to Kalgoorlie. As we Ghost along, ready 
to dodge further fauna, am reminded of old 
Scottish prayer: 

From ghoulies and ghosties and lang- 

leggety beasties, 

And things that go bump in the night, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

Taking account of the significance of 
the Day, am thanking Good Lord for in- 
deed delivering us from unwanted en- 
counters with lang-leggety beasties with 
which we were in danger of going bump in 
night. Suddenly encounter little three 
building township with sign announcing it 
as Ghooli! Quick stop to photograph 
Ghostie with/or at Ghooli, making due 
allowance for Colonial spelling variation. 

Entering Norseman encounter 
thoroughly unfriendly railway crossing. 
Normally treat railway crossings with 
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some respect, especially in old car, assum- 
ing rail protrusion above road surface to be 
minimal. As we approach town, looking 
ahead for suitable fuel stop fail to notice 
that rail protrusion must have been 3 or 4 
inches at least. Without warning, loud 
crash, Ghost thrown bodily into air, des- 
cends with further loud crash back to earth 
after which we limp into first petrol station 
thoroughly disconcerted. Expect to find 
buckled wheel, broken spokes or broken 
spring leaf, worst fears realised when note 
car has developed considerable list to star- 
board. Luck with us, no visible damage 
except impact thrown car so far into air that 
nearside front spring shackle forced over 
centre! 

Virtually all establishments closed 
tight on Good Friday morning in Norse- 
man. Just about to start unloading jacks, 
tyre levers, and tools when find young man 
at tyre depot cleaning his ute. Yes, we can 
borrow floor jack and tyre levers, yes, we 
can come in out of rain, and hey presto, 
shackle back in right position and all well 
with the world. 

Get to Kalgoorlie in time to service and 
check 88NE, then do some sightseeing and 
photography of this splendidly historic 
town before looking for evening meal. All 
establishments in Kalgoorlie appear well 
and truly closed on Good Friday, including 
those housing the famous ladies of Hay 
Street, and all restaurants.Last restaurant 
we check is Amy’s (remember Amy 
Johnson, Aviatrix?), closed but man water- 
ing pot plants outside. Man glances up, 
sees Ghost, look of horror crosses his face. 
Turns out he has a booking for the Over- 


lander Rolls-Roycers the following night 
and thought he had got the date wrong! 
Kind man finds us delightful converted 
pub on edge of town where we have excel- 
lent dinner. Thank you Mr Amy. 


Saturday 29th March 


Head off on 350 mile run to Perth with 
Ghost, if not occupants, showing no signs 
of weariness. Skirt lightning and heavy 
rain with rapidly darkening sky, finally 
heavens open just as we encounter exten- 
sive roadworks. Ghost wading through 
thick red mud like motor-boat, and of 
course road-trains slow down don’t they? 
Situation made interesting with inability to 
use windscreen wipers but colour scheme 
of 88NE changed from two-toned blue and 
black to mono-toned sandy-red. On final 
run into Perth encounter another heavy 
thunderstorm and more roadworks — told 
later that this thunderstorm was one of 
heaviest recorded for many years. Can well 
believe it. Hope other traffic has better 
view of us than we have of them. 

Finally pull up outside the Weld Club 
in Perth at 5.00 p.m. with quiet sense of 
satisfaction in having achieved Nullarbor 
crossing safely and without any major 
problems in our 76-year-old steed. 

Thanks offered to the inspired designs 
of Sir Henry and his assistants, and original 
skilled workmanship of t’lads at t’ Works 
at Derby — complemented by those who 
helped prepare 88NE for this trip. Proves 
yet again what a remarkable machine a 
well found Ghost can be. ¥ 


Photographs by the Author 


88NE seems to share in the driver's quiet sense of satisfaction in having achieved Nullarbor crossing safely and without 
any major problems in his 76-year-old steed. 


The writer in at Balmoral Castle. 
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Aussie Ghosts Tour 


When participating in the Third 
Australian Wholly Ghost Tour to Ayers 
Rock in 1996, Harry & Patricia Watson 
engendered much enthusiasm for the 
proposed 90th Anniversary Re-enactment 
of the original Scottish Reliability Trial in 
which the original company demonstrator 
The Silver Ghost chassis 60551 performed 
so brilliantly. 

Over the following few months, more 
information filtered through from the north 
of the British Isles as far as the distant 
colonies, and news was that there were also 
to be further Tours both before and after 
this GREAT EVENT! Who could resist? 
In fact, very few did, and as the deadline 
for bookings approached in October last 
year the number of Aussie entrants had 
swelled to no fewer than seven Silver 
Ghosts and 26 people from Australia. 
Three further Silver Ghosts were lent to 
Australian participants by U.K. resident 
R.R.O.C. of Australia members (see listing 
opposite page). 

Also present were Adrian & Sylvia 
Garrett, New Zealand residents and 
R.R.O.C.A. members, who took over their 
very early (1907) Silver Ghost tourer, 


By Keith Wherry (N.S.W.) 


60588, which Adrian acquired some 45 
years ago. 

Tim Forrest, Registrar of the R.R.E.C. 
Silver Ghost Register, together with his 
very talented wife/co-driver/navigator 
Susie, and mutual good friends John & 
Kay Marsh were responsible for organis- 
ing a wonderful Feeder Tour, principally 
for the benefit of overseas participants who 
were driving from the south of England to 
join the main event in Glasgow on June Ist. 

Some 25 Silver Ghosts took part in the 
Feeder Tour, with the majority congregat- 
ing on Tuesday May 27th at Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire. The meeting point was 
Hartwell House, a truly amazing Grade 1 
Listed stately home, important both his- 
torically and architecturally for its 
Jacobean and Georgian facades. Its most 
famous resident was Louis XVIII, exiled 
King of France, who leased the house for 
five years from 1809. Hartwell House 
stands on 90 acres of parkland with a lake, 
a picturesque stone bridge, a ruined 
church, and many 18th century statues and 
buildings. Quite an appropriate setting for 
the wonderful collection of Silver Ghosts 
that attended that evening. 
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Britain 


The 90th Anniversary re-enactment of the 1907 Scottish Reliability Trial 


A number of people joined the group 
that evening including well-known Silver 
Ghost expert Jonathon Harley, and former 
R.R.E.C. Chairman and ‘Alpine ’93’ co- 
organiser David Dudley. 

Bryan & Cindy Jones with their very 
original, recently acquired Springfield Sil- 
ver Ghost roadster were looking forward 
to meeting up with his brother, Victoria 
Branch member David Jones. I was also 
interested to see again the 1911 tourer, 
chassis 1757, owned by Chris Larsen from 
Seattle. This is a very authentic veteran 
Silver Ghost still fitted with its original 
Robertson of Glasgow tourer body, pur- 
chased by Chris at the Pebble Beach auc- 
tion two years ago. 

The various Australian participants all 
had different stories to tell when first meet- 
ing up, as a number had travelled by dif- 
ferent routes. The Vincents had spent a 
month meandering through Tuscany and 
France, the Halls had been touring 
England, and the Gillings Ireland, but the 
rest of us had travelled more or less directly 
from London and collected our cars from 
the shippers. All cars had arrived safely, 
although a few had some problems clear- 


ing Customs due to the need to attend 
personally for Carnet clearances. 

On the feeder Tour it was good to catch 
up with various Ayers Rock Wholly Ghost 
Tour participants including Jim & DeeGee 
Bannon from Texas (1925 Springfield 
‘Tilbury’ saloon), Lynn & Jacqui Boynton 
from Ohio (1915 Barker tourer), Martin & 
Julia Dawson from Lancashire (1924 
Hooper tourer), Tom & Betty Leake from 
Yorkshire (1914 H.J. Mulliner tourer), 
Nic, Henrick and Birte Mgller from Dutch 
Curagao (1914 H.J. Mulliner landaulette) 
and Brian & Jo Wootton from Wiltshire 
(1925 Williamson tourer), as well as event 
organisers Tim, Sue, Kate and Erica 
Forrest (1912 Barker tourer) and John & 
Kay Marsh (1924 Barker shooting brake). 

On Wednesday May 28th the group 
motored to Albrighton Hall Hotel in the 
central Midlands, a 300-year-old hotel 
converted from one of Shropshire’s finest 
old houses, with elegant gardens and or- 
namental lakes. A number of people made 
interesting visits to the Cotswolds, includ- 
ing Woodstock, and Blenheim Palace, the 
magnificent home of the Duke of 
Marlborough, as well as the quaint little 
villages of Chipping Norton, Moreton-in- 
Marsh and Broadway. 

Others took the opportunity of sightsee- 
ing some most interesting places including 
Iron Bridge, the birthplace of the Industrial 
Revolution. To see this, now deeply 
wooded, tranquil and beautiful valley, full 
of museums and monuments, made it so 
hard to believe that only two centuries ago 
it was filled with the sounds and smells of 
early industry. Smoke once filled the fiery 
sky, sulphurous fumes rose up from fur- 
naces, tumult issued from forges and en- 
gines, deep tunnels threaded through the 
coal seams. This was once the workshop 
of the world. Other historically fascinating 
places in the direct vicinity are Coalbrook- 
dale (where the garden furniture 
originated), Coalport (with the mag- 
nificent China museum) as well as many 
tranquil spots along the River Severn. 

Thursday May 29th saw us travelling 
to the main destination of the Feeder Tour, 
the Lake District. This was both a driver’s 
and a navigator’s day, as we weaved our 
way through the industrial heartland of 
England, yet keeping to as many country 
and moorland roads as possible. We criss- 
crossed through the potteries of Telford, 
Newport, Stone and Leek, through the 
Peak District National Park, and then on 
through the old weaving and mill towns of 
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Australian Participants, R.R.E.C. Scottish Tour 


Keith WHERRY & Marie HARLAND 
John & Liz MILVERTON 
Laurie & Coralie OGLE 
and Neville BROWNE 
David & Diana JONES 
and Jim & Dorothy KELSO 


Neville & Rhondda VASSALLO 
Bill & Jacqui HALL 
Maicolm JOHNS 
with Robin and Jill CASTLES 
Jeremy & Breda GREENE 
and Val KEOGH 
Barrie & Margaret GILLINGS 
and Christopher GILLINGS 
Rex & Norah VINCENT 


1912 Silver Ghost tourer (2133) 

1914 Silver Ghost tourer (6TB) 

1914 Silver Ghost landaulette (60RB) 
(kindly lent by Peter Vacher) 

1920 Silver Ghost Barker tourer (15CW) 


1920 Silver Ghost tourer (158BW) 
1922 Silver Ghost limousine (4PG) 
1923 Silver Ghost Barker tourer (22NK) 


1923 Silver Ghost tourer (3PK) 
(kindly lent by Graham Mead) 

1924 Silver Ghost limousine (124EM) 
(kindly lent by Walter Wilson) 

1924 Silver Ghost tourer (123EM) 


Australian Ghosts at Cliveden House, near Taplow, Buckinghamshire. From left to right: 2133 
(Keith Wherry), 158BW (Neville Vassallo), 22NK (Malcolm Johns), 123EM (Rex Vincent). 


Graham & Barbara Mead at their home near Derby with 1120, their fine 1909 Silver Ghost Barker 
three-quarter landaulette. The writer's 2133 behind. 
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Hardknott Pass, Cumbria, north-west England, as seen from 2133. There are steeper sections 
than this 1 in 4, with some hair-pin bends steepening to a brief but nonetheless daunting 1 in 2. 


ng —_—_ ea ; Si SPA aa? 
2133 (left) and 6TB on Hardknott Pass. From left to right are Marie Harland, Liz Milverton and 
John Milverton. 
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A wayside stop for Silver Ghosts on the Scottish Tour proper. From left to right: 122JG (Adrian 
West, U.S.A.), 2133 (Keith Wherry), 1701 (Andy Macgill, U.K.), 53PB (Graham Mead, driven by 
Peter Baines, U.K.), 434HH (Frank Cooke (U.S.A.). 
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Holmforth, Huddersfield and Keighley, 
before heading for the southern edge of the 
Yorkshire Dales, passing the famous 
Ribblehead Viaduct on the Settle & 
Carlisle Railway. Ribblehead Viaduct is 
one of the largest railway viaducts in 
Britain and it is interesting to look back to 
see that the construction of the railways 
and the associated viaducts was one of the 
principal reasons for the formation of 
the National Trust to prevent these 
“monstrosities” ruining the landscape of 
rural] Britain. Nowadays of course, such 
structures, and in particular Ribblehead 
Viaduct, are protected as a national 
treasures and feature in National Trust 
guidebooks! We found the industrial north 
of Britain truly more fascinating than we 
could ever have imagined. 

Late in the afternoon we arrived via 
Kendal and Pooley Bridge at the edge of 
Ullswater where we were staying for three 
nights at the elegant Leeming House on the 
lake shore, in 20 acres of landscaped gar- 
dens. Over the next two days there were 
alternatives of Lakes and Passes. Some 
opted for lazy days on Lake Windemere, 
or on Conniston Water, whereas some of 
the more intrepid took their cars over the 
rugged passes including Honnister Pass, 
Hardknott Pass (with gradients of 1 in 3!), 
Kirkstone Pass and Wrynose Pass. 

We did not expect modern sealed roads 
to be that demanding; but we were mis- 
taken! Very narrow passes, | in3 gradients 
and even steeper on the approaches to the 
hairpin corners. Indeed, on Wrynose Pass 
a modern Aston Martin had got stuck as it 
climbed over the crest, demonstrating how 
abrupt was the change from the steep 
uphill climb to the even steeper downhill 
gradient. First gear was engaged, together 
with judicious alternate use of foot and 
hand controls of the two-wheel braking 
system. Notwithstanding the steepness of 
these passes, the relative shortness of the 
distance to level ground made the descent 
less concerning than the Katchberg Pass on 
the 1993 Austrian Alpine Tour. Tim and 
John had planned an amazing array of dif- 
ferent journeys which tested both car and 
driver but gave plenty of time for taking in 
the spectacular scenery of this wonderful 
part of Britain. For many of us this was one 
of the highlights of the whole trip. 

A number of others joined us in the 
Lake District including Graham and Bar- 
bara Mead with their wonderful 1907 open 
wagonette Maudsley Shooting Brake, 
complete with the two family dogs! 
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Sunday June ist saw us packing our 
bags after three very pleasant evenings, 
wonderful meals (yes, this part of England 
does have real gourmet quality rest- 
aurants!) for the final drive to Scotland. 
Tim had planned a relatively easy day over 
fast empty roads from Penrith to Carlisle, 
then cross the border to Gretna Green, then 
Dumfries and over the hills to Cumnock, 
Kilmarnock and on to Glasgow to meet up 
with the remainder of the contingent for 
the start of the Scottish Tour. Was this the 
“Low Road”? 

Those of us who had taken advantage 
of travelling over the various optional 
routes planned by Tim Forrest had by now 
covered in excess of 1,000 miles from 
leaving London, before we even started on 
the Scottish Tour! 

Sunday evening saw us meeting for the 
first formal dinner with the whole of the 
group together, some 80 cars in total, in- 
cluding about 55 Silver Ghosts. It was 
marvellous to see in the ballroom the 
Company’s Silver Ghost 60551 together 
with 1905 20 h.p. 26335, owned by the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, and to 
meet up with the other Australians: the 
Greenes, Val Keogh, the Joneses, Kelsos, 
and the Gillings. 

Monday June 2nd saw all cars setting 
off in age order, with a Police escort, along 
the west bank of Loch Lomond to the 
Erskine Bridge. Permission had been 
granted to use the original road through 
‘Rest and Be Thankful Pass’, which is 


What are the chances of running into Billy 
Connolly in Scotland? Chris Gillings (right) 
thinks ‘pretty good’! Despite the apparent 
photographic evidence, Chris is not wearing 
a carriage-lamp on his head! Photo by 
Margaret Gillings. 
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Undoubtedly the most historically important Rolls-Royce car, chassis 60551, the Silver Ghost, 
known affectionately by her registration number AX-201. Standing nearby are, from left to right: 
Adrian West (U.S.A.), and Australians Chris Gillings, Liz Milverton and Malcolm Johns. 


Cae ee 
Another very important car in the history of Rolls-Royce is 1701, nowadays owned by Andy 
Macgill (R.R.E.C.). This was the original London-Edinburgh car, which in 1911 was driven the 
800 miles from London to Edinburgh and back entirely in top gear, subsequently breaking the 
100mph barrier at Brooklands. The coachwork is a replica of the original Holmes of Derby tourer 
which Set the style for the London-Edinburgh Silver Ghost model. 


His Grace the Duke of Argyll (left) with Marie Harland and Keith Wherry at Inveraray Castle. 


virtually as it was in 1907 in respect of both 
contour and surface. A number of cars 
were experiencing tyre problems at this 
stage and, as the cars lined to set off up the 
Pass, we heard an explosion a few cars 
back which, fortunately, turned out to be 
no more than one of John Milverton’s 
tubes! A number of the Ghosts on beaded- 
edge tyres experienced the usual problems 
and John Milverton, in particular, who had 
gone to the trouble of fitting a brand new 
set of Michelins before the Tour, had to 
replace all of these with Dunlops, due to 
the Michelin factory naively making the 
tyres slightly larger than original, with the 
well-intentioned idea of making them 
easier to fit, but with the unintended result 
that it also made them come off in- 
voluntarily! 


Michael Edge topping up 60551's water from a decanter in Inveraray. 
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After navigating the Pass we headed 
around the Loch to Inveraray then on to 
Inveraray Castle, which His Grace the 
Duke of Argyll had arranged to be opened 
for us. The Duke appeared to enjoy in- 
specting the cars. He reminisced about his 
trip to Sydney some years ago, and how 
appropriate the wooden tool boxes on the 
running boards would be for storing 
stubbies of beer! 

Tuesday June 3rd dawned bright and 
sunny (as did all of the days during the 
Tour) as we left the wonderful old 
Victorian Hydro Hotel in Dunblane. Ron 
Bonar (R.R.O.C.A. member and Dundee 
resident) arranged for a most interesting 
visit to the city of Dundee for those who 
weren’t on the Gleneagles Golf Course! 
Those who drove the eighty miles return 


Keith & Marie at Buckingham Palace. 2133 ran out of petrol at this point, attracting the attention 
of the Old Bill while Marie was dispatched in a taxi to fetch some motor spirit! 
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saw two very historic ships, the R.R.S. 
Discovery of Scott of the Antarctic fame 
and the frigate Unicorn — the oldest Royal 
Navy ship still afloat. A bonus was a 
voyage in the local Dundee lifeboat and to 
see the Australian New Endeavour, 
presently on a voyage around the world, 
enter Dundee Harbour. 

Marie and I took the opportunity of 
meeting with friends Andy & Mili Macgill 
(owners of the original London to Edin- 
burgh Silver Ghost, chassis 1701), visiting 
their historic home near St. Andrews, 
‘Strathairly House’, built in 1520 and 
owned by the original family until 1938. 
The house is set on Largo Bay with two 
miles of frontage to the North Sea. 

Wednesday June 4th saw our enthus- 
iastic group travelling to Aberdeen via 
Perth, a distance of about 180 miles. The 
route took in the Spital of Glenshee and the 
Devil’s Elbow, which were regarded as 
difficult sections on the 1907 Trial. 

Luncheon was provided, courtesy of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, at the Invercauld 
Arms Hotel at Braemar, which was a 
luncheon stop for cars on the 1907 Trials. 

Thursday June 5th was a free day in 
Aberdeen with many of us taking the op- 
portunity to carry out cleaning and servic- 
ing duties. The Company’s Silver Ghost 
always seemed to be sparkling, and it was 
only in Aberdeen that we found out that it 
was its curator, Mike Edge, had whisked it 
away to the local Rolls-Royce distributor 
for a full clean and detail! AX-201 part- 
icipated on the whole of the Tour and was 
invariably full of reporters and other 
dignitaries. At the beginning of the Tour 
and in Edinburgh, it was driven by Richard 
Charlesworth, Public Affairs Manager for 
Rolls-Royce who was responsible recently 
for the purchase by the Company of an 
original Bentley Motors demonstrator, one 
of the surviving 4/2 Litre Supercharged 
Tourers. 

Friday June 6th saw the group driving 
to Coylumbridge with a wonderful lunch- 
eon stop at the Glenfarclas Distillery. 

Saturday June 7th, theoretically a rest 
day, but Ron Bonar had other things in 
mind. Some 25 pre-War cars, mainly 
Ghosts, followed Ron’s directions to the 
Western Coast of Scotland over highland 
roads with breathtaking views through the 
Bealach-Na-Ba Pass and on to the pub at 
Applecross with views to the Isle of Skye, 
and thence to the Loch Torridan Hotel, a 
19th century shooting lodge, built for the 
Earl of Lovelace, where Ron had 
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generously arranged a marvellous lunch. 
This was indeed a spectacular day and 
showed us all a part of Scotland that we 
otherwise would not have seen, probably 
the most ruggedly attractive part of all. 

Sunday June 8th was a return to 
Dunblane with individual itineraries avail- 
able to stop off wherever. 

Monday June 9th was a ‘Rest Day’ 
which saw us lunching with friends at 
Balbirnie House, a magnificent Georgian 
mansion (circa 1777), with gardens 
designed by Capability Brown, and 
formerly home to Lord Palmerston, Prime 
Minister of Great Britain. Others at lunch 
included Peter & Jo Baines driving the 
1914 Brewster Salamanca 53PB, kindly 
lent by Graham & Barbara Mead. 

Tuesday June 10th. Our final day. All 
cars assembled and left in approximate age 
order at 11 a.m. via Princes Street, Edin- 
burgh, to the Palace of Holyrood, where 
permission was granted to park on the 
Broad Pavement in close proximity to the 
Palace. Later that afternoon, after explor- 
ing Edinburgh, we exited this gracious city 
with a full Police escort, all side roads 
blocked. Quite a magnificent sight to see 
80 Rolls-Royces travelling unimpeded 
along the elegant streets, returning to 
Dunblane for the final Gala Farewell 
Dinner with, as usual, an evening of Scot- 
tish dancing. 

Altogether a wonderful fortnight of 
great touring, over-eating, magnificent 
scenery and great camaraderie, building up 


Last to leave. 2133 at Althorp on the evening of June 15th, R.R.E.C. Annual Concours day. 


a wealth of experiences that we otherwise 
would never have had. The majority of the 
Australians continued on the Extension 
Tour to Althorp, travelling over a scenic 
moorland route to the ‘Cat and Fiddle’ Inn 
near Buxton, where a misty morning 
coffee stop was arranged and some nostal- 
gic photographs taken of Barrie & 
Margaret Gillings with Adrian Garrett, all 
of whom had last been there some forty 
years ago, on the Fiftieth Anniversary Re- 
Enactment. Other nostalgic visits included 
a dinner at the Midland Hotel in 
Manchester where Royce and Rolls first 
met, the Museum of Science and Tech- 
nology where the engine from the second 


Royce car is exhibited, visits to Henry 
Royce’s home ‘Brae Cottage’ at 
Knutsford, as well as visits to the current 
Crewe Factory and the original Derby 
Factory where the workers greatly enjoyed 
seeing the return of the cars to their original 
birthplace. Thence to Althorp, and the 
spectacular R.R.E.C. Annual Rally and 
Concours, but that is another story ... 
With special thanks to Harry & Patricia 
Watson, (R.R.O.C.A. members and U.K. 
residents, 1924 Silver Ghost Hooper 
Tourer 31EU). a 


Photographs from the Author except 
where otherwise acknowledged 


An impressive line-up of pre-World War |i Rolis-Royce motor cars on the front lawn of the Berkshire home of John Kennedy. The three middle cars 
are Australian Silver Ghosts 158BW (Vassallo), 2133 (Wherry) and 123EM (Vincent). 
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Preparing a Phantom V for the Peking to Paris 


By the time you read this, 5VF159 will be 
somewhere in the vast continent of Asia, or 
perhaps in Europe, on the Peking to Paris 
Motor Challenge. Here John Matheson 
describes the careful preparations for the 
amazing Odyssey. 


There were a number of challenges in 
preparing the Phantom V for a long dis- 
tance motor rally. These included doubtful 
roads, high altitude driving and low octane 
fuel. We were told by the rally organisers 
that we would need at least eight inch road 
clearance for creek crossings in Nepal and 
for broken roads in Tibet. We would need 
strengthened suspension for the corru- 
gated roads in Western China and we 
would need to prepare the car for 70 octane 
unleaded, the only petrol that would be 
available in China and Tibet. All of these 
parameters produced their own difficulties 
and we have set about a programme over 
two years to try and deal with these 
problems. 

Our own criteria were that the car 


Motor Challenge 


By John Matheson (N.S.W.) 


should be altered as little as possible and 
should be left in a state so that it could be 
returned to pristine condition at the end of 
the rally. We have no intention of seeing 
this car destroyed or even damaged. All of 
the modifications made to the car are re- 
versible but some of the modifications 
have so improved the car that they will not 
be altered and I will come to this later on. 


The Engine 


Fortunately this is a 6.2 litre V-8 engine 
of good design with high quality parts. It 
already has hardened valve seats and high 
quality component pistons so the problems 
with pre-ignition and poor quality fuel 
would be less in this car than other makes 
of lesser breed. This car has only done 
72,000 miles and there is no evidence of 
any mechanical dysfunction in the car and 
therefore a decision was made that no 
modifications would be made internally to 
the mechanical structures and we would go 
au natural from that point of view. This 
particular car was supplied with the so- 


called colonial kit and thus the engine 
compression ratio is 8:1 and not 9:1 as in 
the home market Phantom V. This has 
made some of the adaptions for a low 
octane fuel easier. The rally organisers had 
recommended a maximum compression 
ratio of 7.5:1 but we have decided to run 
with the 8:1 compression ratio un- 
altered. Even though it is possible to 
change the head gaskets and lower the 
compression ratio we felt that this might 
produce more harm than good in the end. 
The only modifications we have carried 
out to the engine is to put a fuel catalyst on 
the end of the fuel line in the hope that this 
will speed the ignition of the fuel by 
polarising the fuel and giving us less pre- 
ignition. Whether these devices work or 
not is doubtful. This particular one is the 
best recommended one and contains a tube 
with five different metals in it. It is sup- 
posed to release a little bit of copper into 
the fuel and also to polarise the fuel line. 
Certainly when we put the device in there 
was an instant drop in the CO2 exhaust 
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emission reading so it may be having some 
effect. The other method of catering to the 
poor fuel condition is that we will take fuel 
octane enhancers with us. This again only 
goes part of the way to solving the problem 
and provides about half the effect of Tetra- 
ethel lead. From the point of view of this 
car with its low revving engine and har- 
dened valve seats the issue for us is more 
of low octane rather than any worry about 
damage to valve seats. We will be carrying 
with us larger needles for the two S.U. 
carburetters so that when we go to high 
altitudes we can change the needles to 
make the fuel leaner to overcome the prob- 
lem of lack of oxygen. In this trip we will 
climb into heights of over 17,000 feet 
where the atmospheric pressure drops to 
44% and both the passengers and the car 
will have trouble breathing. 

It was thought prudent to change the 
radiator core. In addition to this two 
auxiliary electric fans were put on the front 
of it to provide extra cooling. One of the 
problems of high altitude would be boil-off 
of coolant and rupture of the cooling sys- 
tem. All new radiator hoses have been 
fitted in association with the new radiator 
core. 

The standard oil has been replaced in 
the engine and we using synthetic oil of 
15/50 grade. This is to cut down friction 
and to improve petrol consumption for the 
long distances we have to travel between 
petrol stops. Hopefully it will also reduce 
engine wear. As far as I can judge it has 
improved fuel consumption. No other 
modifications to the engine have been 
made other than myself learning how to 
tune the carburetters to run leanly and to 
retard the engine, something we will have 
to do as we climb to the higher altitudes. 


Tyres 


Light truck radial tyres have been fitted 
and the alignment has been altered to suit. 
This has improved the ride of the car and 
they are also quieter than the original 
cross-ply tyres. 


Gearbox 


Apart from cleaning up the gearbox we 
have done nothing other than put synthetic 
oils in the box to reduce friction. This not 
only helps fuel consumption but will 
reduce wear and in particularly will reduce 
the tendency of the oil to overheat when 
climbing up into Tibet. 

Fortunately the car already has an oil 
cooler. It was designed as a processional 
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behind the Spirit of Ecstasy and one on each front wing. Here the Australian, Chinese and French 


flags are displayed. 


vehicle and thus has demands to keep the 
oil cool. If one had not been fitted we 
would have put one on. 


Differential 


Differential oils can boil on climbing 
long hills and at high altitudes. We have 
catered for this by putting synthetic oil in 
the differential. The differential also has a 
guard on it for rock impaction and this also 
tends to cause overheating. So the syn- 
thetic oils, I believe, are essential. The low 
friction of these oils prevents heat build- 


up. 


Undercarriage 

The car has been modified to cater for 
bad road conditions. Three skid plates have 
been placed under the car. One for the front 
of the engine particularly to protect the 


very vulnerable steering ram which sticks 
out under the front bumper. The skid plate 
in the front has been curved up in front of 
the bumper to provide a nudge bar and also 
to protect the steering ram and the chrome 
bumper. A second skid plate has been 
fitted on the gearbox and sump and a small 
third one has been placed on the differen- 
tial. The front suspension was modified by 
putting spacers under the coil springs to lift 
the car about 1cm and to match the rear of 
the car. The rear was modified by fitting a 
supplementary spring leaf. This is a full 
length leaf spring. Thus there are now two 
leaf springs on each side carrying the 
weight onto the shackles. This also had the 
effect of lifting the rear of the car about 
lcm. Apart from giving extra ground 
clearance this has improved the handling 
of the car enormously. It no longer wal- 


A ‘nudge-bar' is fitted aft of the rear bumper, and a kangaroo provides instant recognition of the 


country of origin. 
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lows and accepts going around comers. 
The exhaust system was then taken off the 
car completely and a new exhaust system 
built. This has been made in stainless steel 
and is recessed into the chassis. There is no 
underhung exposure for the exhaust sys- 
tem so that it cannot be pulled off by rocks 
when the car bottoms in gutters. 

A nudge bar been placed in the back of 
the car. This has been discreetly set just in 
underneath and behind the rear bumper, 
allowing an exit angle for the car so if the 
car does bottom coming out of creeks it 
will hit this bar and not the bumper and so 
will not pull the bumper out. This will also 
serve as a nudge bar to allow the car to be 
pushed out of creeks if it gets stuck. 


Fuel System 


Cars are required to have a cruising 
range of 350 miles. With its fuel consump- 


Electronic trip-meter and auxiliary fuel supply switch under the fascia. 


tion between 8 and 11 miles per gallon and 
a fuel capacity of some 20 gallons, this was 
not obtainable. It was therefore decided to 
add an extra fuel tank in the left-hand side 
of the boot. This sits in very nicely and 
provides us with another | 1 gallons of fuel. 
We now carry a total of 33 gallons. With 
the various engine modifications we now 
can do well over 350 miles under ideal 
cruising conditions. The auxiliary fuel 
tank pumps into the main fuel tank. The 
fuel delivery system has been modified. A 
slightly more powerful fuel pump from a 
Silver Shadow has been installed. In front 
of this we have put a water separator. The 
extra power of the fuel pump allows fuel 
to be pushed through the water separator. 
The water separator is required because in 
Asia fuel is often contaminated with water. 
The original fuel filter has also been 
retained thus giving a double system. With 


The additional battery is fitted into a sturdy box installed in the boot for additional cranking power. 


The false floor of the boot has been removed to allow the insertion of a second spare tyre. 
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The driver and navigator each has his/her 
own oxygen bottle installed. 


the modifications to the tuning, the catalyst 
on the fuel line and the synthetic oils in the 
car the vehicle is now capable of returning 
13 miles per gallon under good conditions. 


Interior of the Car 


Virtually no modifications have been 
made to the interior of the car. It has been 
left au naturel. The boot has been 
modified. In addition to the auxiliary fuel 
tank it now has a second battery with an 
isolator switch between the batteries. The 
batteries have been set up so that both will 
charge but with a relay to make sure that 
they do not overcharge. New Apollo bat- 
teries with 625 CCA power have been 
fitted to give adequate cranking power. 
The cover on the floor of the boot has been 
removed to allow the insertion of a second 
spare tyre with tie down bolt eyes to secure 
it. This has left a rather cluttered boot but 
will be adequate for a workshop for the 
trip. Our luggage will be carried in soft 
bags in front of the rear seat. Under the air 
conditioning outlet in the front of the car 
are two new devices. One is a switch for 
the auxiliary petrol tank, hidden fairly well 
from view, and the other more prominently 
displayed is an odometer. This has been 
attached into the speedometer cable at the 
gearbox and gives us trip distance readings 
which are now accurately calibrated as 
well as average speeds and intermediate 
trip distances. This device is really essen- 
tial for navigating to keep us on the straight 
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and narrow. All of the details of the naviga- 
tion will be given in kilometres and our 
speedometer is in miles so this device is 
necessary. A second horn button has been 
added for the navigator to use. The horn 
has been boosted with two additional horns 
and operating them also turns on the high 
beam headlights. 


Oxygen 

There will be quite a steep climb into 
the Tibetan plateau and a very high chance 
of mountain sickness during this trip and 
therefore we fitted two oxygen bottles to 
the car. These lie just in front of the front 
seats and are connected to a pulse regulator 
to allow the navigator and driver to take 
breaths of oxygen when necessary during 
the trip. It will be necessary for us to pre- 
oxygenate ourselves before any activity 
such as car servicing or tyre changing. 


Spares 


On this journey there will be no support 
vehicles and we have to be self sufficient. 
We have catered to this by changing most 
of the wearing parts in the car but in addi- 
tion are taking spares with up. Fortunately 
I have a Continental Touring Kit with the 
car and that will come with us and will be 
supplemented by spare radiator hoses, 
spare nuts for the wheels, fan belts and a 


The standard 105 litre fuel tank is supple- 
mented by an additional tank fitted into the 
left-hand side of the boot. Note the rear 
‘nudge-bar’. 


The specially-made flags of the various 
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collection of other bits and pieces that are 
likely to give way including spare needles 
for the carburetters, points, rotors and dis- 
tributor cap. All the hoses in the car have 
been replaced and some of the hose con- 
nections that go to the power steering box 
near the manifold have been insulated to 
prevent them burning. 

This car is now well prepared and we 
hope to make the trip of 10,000 miles 
between Paris and Peking without any 
need for anything other than routine ser- 
vicing. I would like to acknowledge the 
expertise of John Vawser is preparing this 
car. He has done most of the real work. 
This has been supplemented by help from 
Peter Muir at Bond Rollbars. He did the 
undercarriage work. 

When the car returns to Australia it is 
intended to put it back to its pristine state. 


countries bi 


, ; 
eing traversed. 


This will involve the removal of the skid 
plates under the car, the removal of the 
oxygen bottles and the restoration of the 
boot back to its original state. However, 
there are some modifications that will 
remain with the car. I will not remove the 
extra leaf from the rear springs. This has 
improved the performance of the car so 
enormously that I regard it as a safety issue 
to leave it place. I will also leave the long 
range fuel tank in the car as the fuel 
capacity of the car is quite inadequate. The 
water separator will also remain in the car 
as a reasonable accessory for engine 
protection but the other things such as the 
oxygen bottles will all be removed. 

In fact, shortly after the car returns to 
Australia it will be indistinguishable from 
any other Vice-Regal Phantom V one can 
see driving down the road. > 


A guard under the front of the car protects the sump and the vulnerable power steering ram. 


Unity Works, from whence emerged all Freestone & Webb coachwork, as it looks today from Brentford Road. Access to 


— = 
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the workshop buildings around the back for photography was inexplicably refused by the car rental firm now in occupation. 


Visiting the London Coachbuilding sites 


On July 3rd last year, a few days before 
returning from a most enjoyable eight 
week stay in Britain, Richard Mann 
(RGM) and myself decided to spend half a 
day looking around the sites of some of the 
old London coachbuilding companies. 

Richard was the ideal person with 
whom to indulge in such an expedition. 
Quite apart from the fact that he is a very 
dear friend, his background in the London 
coachbuilding trade (which forms the basis 
of a series of articles currently running in 
PRAECLARUM) and his knowledge of 
the area both proved invaluable. 

From the outset we decided to confine 
ourselves to the north-west London area, 
where the London coachbuilding trade was 
largely concentrated. James Young Ltd, 
having been in south-east London, was 
omitted from our tour. Also, no attempt 
was made to find any Hooper & Co. 
premises because we knew from a pre- 
vious expedition that the famous art deco 
building in Western Avenue had long since 
been demolished. Our endeavours were 
confined therefore to Freestone & Webb, 
Park Ward & Co., H.J. Mulliner & Co., and 
the combined firm H.J. Mulliner, Park 
Ward Ltd. 


By Martin Bennett 


Freesone & Webb 


We began by locating ‘Unity Works’, 
the Brentford Road, Stonebridge Park 
premises of Freestone & Webb. In recent 
years a huge and amazingly elaborate 
Hindu temple, which must have cost many 
millions of Pounds, has been built in this 
Street. It is the first traditional Hindu 
Mandir in Europe and is built of intricately 
carved marble that glistens and shimmers 
in the sunlight like the Taj Mahal. 

At first we feared that this construction 
had swallowed up Unity Works. However, 
we then realised that in fact the buildings 
have survived and are still in use. Coach- 
building ceased here in 1958. Of the five 
major coachbuilders to have survived 
World War II, Freestone & Webb was the 
last to be established (in 1923) but the first 
to close. Nowadays, Unity Works has be- 
come a car rental depét, but it was clear to 
us that the factory buildings where 
Freestone & Webb coachwork was built 
remain intact behind the car rental 
company’s forecourt and offices, them- 
selves probably a part of the old Unity 
Works. 

Obviously, but naively as it turned out, 


we had no reason to believe that it would 
be any problem to take some photographs 
of the old buildings out the back, so we 
approached it the proper way and asked 
permission from the employee behind the 
desk in the front office, carefully explain- 
ing our purpose. He seemed unable or un- 
willing to make a decision on such a basic 
request and summoned his immediate 
superior, whose hand-wringing demean- 
our exposed an equal inability or unwill- 
ingness to make such a seemingly 
momentous decision. Eventually, the buck 
was passed to the highest ranking person 
in the building who, to our amazement, 
saw fit to deny our entirely inoccuous re- 
quest after it was carefully explained to 
him. Access to the factory buildings was 
via an open gate. We would not have 
needed to pass through the office building, 
nor was it necessary to open any gates or 
cause any inconvenience whatsoever. It 
was also clear that there was absolutely 
nothing out the back other than the old 
Freestone & Webb coachbuilding 
workshops, and the open gate told us that 
there was no security issue. Indeed, no 
reason was apparent, and none was 
offered, for the refusal to allow us to simp- 
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ly walk through the open gateway, take a 
photograph of the building, and leave. But 
it was not to be. 

I was, however, able to take a photo- 
graph of the front of the premises from the 
street. For what it is worth, this picture is 
reproduced on the previous page. It is 
admittedly of little value other than for 
members owning cars with Freestone & 
Webb coachwork to see where their cars 
originated and, perhaps, to allow you to 
make your own informed judgement to 
decide which car rental firm is non-Rolls- 
Royce enthusiast-friendly on your next 
visit to the United Kingdom! 


Park Ward 


Somewhat disappointed, we drove on 
to the next site on our itinerary, the High 
Road, Willesden premises of Park Ward & 
Co., a short distance away. All Park Ward 
coachwork was built here from the estab- 
lishment of the firm in 1919 until the 
merger with H.J. Mulliner & Co. in 1961. 
After that, coachwork by the combined 
H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd continued to 
be built here for a further 20 years or so. 
Richard was employed in the Drawing 
Office here until 1981 when Corniche and 
Phantom VI construction was moved to 
nearby Hythe Road, to an area which had 
been vacated by the Servicing & Repairs 
Department. 

Some of the actual Park Ward factory 
buildings remain intact and still in use for 
other purposes, but unfortunately the 
office building, in front of which many 
Park Ward-bodied cars were photo- 
graphed over the years, has been dem- 
olished and the site is now occupied by a 
‘garden centre’. This means that whilst you 
can no longer come here to select superla- 
tive coachwork for your new Rolls-Royce 
Phantom or Bentley Continental, you can 
at least buy a hibiscus or a garden gnome. 

This expedition was becoming a little 
gloomy! 


Hythe Road 


Next stop was Hythe Road, where we 
had arranged to meet up with Bob 
Scammell (RVS), one of Richard’s ex- 
Mulliner Park Ward colleagues, now 
retired. Bob and Richard were then of 
course on something of a nostalgia trip and 
I felt a bit like the outsider that of course I 
am! Back in 1990 I had been fortunate 
enough to have visited this site when it was 


The former Park Ward goods raceival entrance in Beaconsfield Road. The stores area and the 


Experimental Department (sean in Richard Mann's article in P.2-97, p.2929) were also in this 
building, which is now looking a little decrepit, though it is still in use by the present occupier. 


at full stretch, building Corniche and 
Bentley Continental convertible coach- 
work, as well as the last few Phantom VIs. 
I had been shown around by ... Senior 
Quality Engineer Richard Mann! At that 
time I was shown the very last Phantom VI 
chassis, ready for its magnificent coach- 
work which I also saw under construction 
elsewhere in the building. To see the place 
now — a used car lot — was a profoundly 
gloomy experience, mitigated only by 
listening to Richard’s and Bob’s wonder- 
ful anecdotes about their days at Mulliner 
Park Ward, which they shared with me as 
we strolled around amongst the used 


Jaguars, Rovers and Volvos. One or two 
little clues to the former occupants of this 
historic site were spotted in the form of the 
‘cyphers’ of upper echelon personnel 
painted on the walls to mark their car park- 
ing positions. 

Bob Scammell also showed us two 
mementos of his and his father’s and 
grandfather’s careers with Rolls-Royce. 
These are illustrated at the end of this 
article. 


H.J. Mulliner 


For me, perhaps the most evocative of 


Park Ward & Co., Willesden (later H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd). These three buildings were used 
to store body panels, trim materials, seat frames, and other materials which would have been 
drawn upon as assembly progressed. None of the various businesses now in occupation is 
connected in any way with coachbuilding. 


3042 PRAECLARVM 


~ 33 | 


The former London Service and Repair Depot. This was latterly Mulliner Park Ward ‘A’ Site. it was seen in its 
heyday in Richard Mann's article in the last issue, p.2986. 


the sites we visited was the former 
premises of H.J. Mulliner & Co. in 
Bedford Park, as this was where the coach- 
work of my Silver Wraith was designed, 
built and fitted to its chassis (WHD101) in 
1950. Bedford Park, a pleasant part of 
Chiswick, was London’s first ‘garden 
suburb’. 

The H.J. Mulliner office building in 
Bath Road was, like many of the houses 
hereabouts, the work of celebrated 19th 
Century architect R. Norman Shaw and 
was built in 1880 in Tudor style. As we 
rounded the corner and the building came 
into view I recognised it immediately, and 
the images of the photographs I have seen 
of it came flooding back. Being a Listed 
Richard Mann (left) and Bob Scammell at the rear of ‘A’ site, pointing out where Corniche _ Building it is perfectly intact and still very 
coachwork started life in the 1980s and early 1990s. much in use, though of course not now in 
any capacity connected with the coach- 
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This certificate was presented to Bob 
Scammell’s grandfather upon his retirement. _- This ashtray was presented to Bob Scammell’s father upon his retirement. 


THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 


pe BOUSHOI 


PRESENT THIS AS A MARK OF 


APPRECIATION AND GOODWILL TO 
ALBERT VICTOR SCAMMELL 


IN RECOGNITION OF 


FAITHFUL AND EFFICIENT SERVICE 
WITH THE COMPANY, 


Tit 
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building trade. 

H.J. Mulliner & Co. had established 
their coachbuilding works here in 1906. 
The firm’s founder, Henry Jervis Mulliner, 
retired two years later, due to his failing 
heath. However, he enjoyed an almost un- 
believably long retirement and died in 
1967, aged 97. I only hope that my health 
fails to the same extent! 

The situation here is the opposite of that 
at the Park Ward site. where the offices are 
gone but some of the workshop buildings 
survive. Here, the office building is very 
much alive but no trace remains of the 
factory buildings, which were demolished 
in the 1970s. 

Where the factory once stood, around 
the corner in Flanders Road behind the 
office building, now stands an apartment 
block — called ‘Mulliner House’. I stood 
and took in the scene for a moment, and 
imagined my Silver Wraith, newly com- 
pleted, driving out of Flanders Road into 
Bath Road on its test run before being 
delivered to Lillie Hall, then to the 
Shippers and its fortunate first owner in 
Melbourne. As if to assist a little with the 
poignancy of the moment, there was a 
Rolls-Royce parked outside the front of a 
house in Flanders Road. It was a Silver 
Wraith II! 

Next time I’m in England, perhaps 
we’ll look for traces of Barker, James 
Young and Gurney Nutting coachbuilding 
sites, and maybe some of the coach- 
builders’ central London sales sites such as 
the former showrooms of H.J. Mulliner in 
Brook Street and Grafton Street, Mayfair, 
and Hooper in St. James’s Street. ¥ 


Photographs by the Author 
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The former Mulliner Park Ward Car Finishing Centre (CFC) at Hythe Road. This building formerly 
housed the famous School of instruction before it was moved to Crewe. Below is the building in 
that réle in the early 1960s. 
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The apartment block that now occupies the site where Bedford Park 


The former H.J. Mulliner & Co. office building in Bath Road, Bedford Works, H.J. Mulliner’s main coachwork construction works, once stood. 


Park, Chiswick. 


This was behind the iba office building, seen in the picture at — 
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A home for the Foundation 


I am pleased to announce that 
negotiations have been finalised to 
house the Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
Australia in the Fox Car Museum to be 
opened later this year by the Prime 
Minister. The main building is one of 
Australia’s oldest Mints and is classified 
by the National Trust. The building is on 
an island site of some two acres facing 
the Docklands area, one mile from the 
centre of the City of Melbourne. 

Mr Lindsay Fox, an R.R.O.C. Vic- 
toria Branch member, who has recently 
become the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Distributor in N.S. W. and Queensland as 
well as South Australia, has very kindly 
offered us storage, display and meeting 
room space for the Foundation. This will 
now give us a base and a start so that we 
can collect, house and display 
memorabilia, while we are raising funds 
to purchase our future permanent home. 

We have been busy talking to a 
number of Club members who will be 
presenting the Foundation with artefacts 
and memorabilia and, of course, shortly 
these will be received and housed in the 
Fox Museum. 


Trophy Winners’ register 


Gilbert Ralph of the Victoria Branch 
has researched and catalogued the win- 
ners of all Federal Trophies of The Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club of Australia since 
the formation of the Club and it is 
proposed that this be published in book 
form by the Foundation and made avail- 
able to all R.R.O.C.A. members. It is 
planned that this booklet will be avail- 
able early in 1998. 


New book 


Similarly, the Foundation has agreed 
that the book currently being prepared 
by Tom Clarke on all Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars delivered new in Australia 
will be published by the Foundation. 
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Vhe Sir Heury Royce Foundation 
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This exciting book has been painstak- 
ingly researched by Tom with the help 
of many Club members around Australia 
and will be a most important document 
of Australian-delivered cars — pre- 
Silver Cloud. 


Internet and E-mail 


For those who have access to the 
Internet, you will find that the Found- 
ation now has a presence there and can 
be found on: 

/Iwww.acay.com.au/-royce 
and E-mail messages can be sent to: 

royce@acay.com.au 

Over time our site on the Internet will 
be updated with most of the activities 
and material of the Foundation being 
made available. 


How you can support the Foundation 


We do encourage your support of the 
Foundation and this can be done as fol- 
lows: 

Donations to the Foundation are nor- 
mally tax-deductible. Donations of cash, 
motor cars, parts, literature, hand books, 
sales brochures, etc. are eagerly sought. 
A receipt for cash donations will be is- 
sued by the Foundation. Donations of 
items other than cash will require a for- 
mal valuation by an approved valuer. 
The Foundation can be of assistance in 
giving advice on this. 

You can become a Supporter of the 
Foundation by a once-only donation as 
listed below or by making a regular 
annual donation which will allow you to 
receive the Foundation Newsletter and 
receive details of all the Foundation 
events. Items of merchandise will be 
available for Supporters including a car 
badge, lapel badge, tie, and ladies’ scarf. 

Fees for benefactors and Friends 
have been set at: 

Platinum Benefactor: $5,000.00 

(once only payment); 

Gold Benefactor: $2,000.00 
(once only payment); 


All gifts of $2 and upwards are allowable tax deductions 
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Silver Benefactor: $500.00 
(once only payment); 
Friend of the Foundation: $10.00 per 
annum. 

The Foundation has already received 
donations from a number of Benefactors 
and Friends and is thankful and ap- 
preciative for this early encouraging 
support. Application forms for Benefac- 
tors and Friends are available from the 
Registered Office of the Foundation: 

‘ Malcolm Johns & Company, 
Level 12, 77 Castlereagh Street, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 2000, Australia. 


Who’s Who in the Foundation? 


A question often asked is ‘““Who runs 
the Foundation?”. The Foundation was 
constituted at the Wollongong Federal 
Rally of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 
of Australia in 1996 with the inaugural 
Trustees being: 

David Jones (Honorary Life 

Member, R.R.O.C.A) 

James Kelso (Honorary Life 

Member, R.R.O.C.A) 

Malcolm Johns (Honorary Life 

Member, R.R.O.C.A) 

David Vann (then Federal President, 

R.R.O.C.A) 

The following were elected by the six 
Branches of the R.R.O.C.A. to form the 
Advisory Committee to advise the Trust- 
ees: 

N.S.W. Branch Representative: 
Geoff Boscoe; 
Vic. Branch Representative: 
Gil Ralph; 
A.C.T. Branch Representative: 
Martin Bennett; 
S.A. Branch Representative: 
Peter Cox; 
Qld. Branch Representative: 
Fred Haughtey; 
W.A. Branch Representative: 
Mark Babidge. 
David Jones, AM, OBE, 
Chairman, 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia 
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Phantom in the Shadows 


Ignore 


George Shores provides the background 
to the establishment, at his instigation, of 
the A.C.T. Branch Silver Shadow Owners’ 
Self Help Group. 


This article is written in the hope that 
these words are never uttered: “its a pity 
more care wasn’t taken with the Silver 
Shadow in its day, because it was a great 
touring car”. 

Would it be fair to say there is an 
attitude among some purists that the Silver 
Shadow and some of its derivatives are not 
quite the cars that their illustrious 
predecessors are? Does it deserve a bad 
reputation? I believe not and hope to help 
in preventing it from getting one. As a 
Silver Shadow owner and enthusiast, it is 
difficult to avoid becoming defensive 
when discussing this most popular model. 

Toften think of the Silver Shadow as the 
interface between this most respected of 
motor car marques and the ordinary work- 
ing person. After all, didn’t Sir Henry 
Royce start life as an ordinary working 
man? As the market depresses the selling 
price of these and other prestige cars, more 
and more people are able to consider them 
as an alternative to perhaps a new, small 
production car or a late model family car. 

As these cars can be expensive to main- 
tain properly, and the cost of genuine parts 
is often prohibitive, many examples will 
be neglected to the point of ruin. Therein 
lies a huge risk for the good name of the 
Silver Shadow, and perhaps for the Rolls- 
Royce marque as a whole. If an unwary 
buyer happens to acquire one of these 
neglected cars, restoration is unlikely once 
repair costs are realised. The car will then 
be either off-loaded quickly, run into the 
ground or, at best, repaired using after- 
market parts. None of these options will do 
the reputation of the Silver Shadow any 
favours. The off-loaded car simply foists 


(or) 


today, regret tomorrow 


By George Shores (A.C.T.) 


the problem onto another owner. If run into 
the ground, the car is a mobile and very 
negative advertisement for the marque. 
The repaired car is unlikely to be much 
better if the non-genuine parts are not 
equal to the task. I recognise that there are 
some parts manufacturers, usually those 
having strong links with our marques and 
a very clear understanding of the demands 
placed on their parts, who are providing 
very high quality replacement parts at a 
lower price than the genuine parts and in 
many cases in the complete absence of 
available genuine parts. 

As our Editor pointed out to me, the 
oldest Silver Shadows are now older than 
the earliest Phantom IIIs were when the 
Silver Shadow was introduced! I sincerely 
hope that we have learned from the 
Phantom IT experience. I do not intend to 
attempt any comparison between the 
fabulous Phantom III and the Silver 
Shadow in any respect other than com- 
plexity and the mandatory requirement for 
careful and thorough preventative main- 
tenance. 

As the Phantom III (and its reputation) 
suffered through the ignorance, or even 
worse, the negligence of the people 
responsible for its upkeep, so too will the 
Silver Shadow. Unfortunately, some al- 
ready have. These cars are so well built that 
they can carry unserviceabilities and mask 
warning signs until serious damage has 
occurred. One way to avoid any nasty 
surprises is to carry out servicing and 
maintenance as per the owner’s handbook 
and workshop publications. You will have 
a better can that performs as it should, it 
will cost you less in the long run, and you 
will have exactly what Sir Henry Royce 
intended — The Best Car in the World. 

This brings me to the Self Help Group 
that we have established in the A.C.T. 
Branch. In order to resist any temptation to 


“skip a few things this time”, our group of 
enthusiasts is gradually developing collec- 
tive knowledge of our cars by “having a 
go” at some of the less complicated sys- 
tems to begin with, gradually progressing 
to more complex tasks as our confidence 
grows. There will always be those jobs best 
left to the professionals, and that is exactly 
as it should be. However, there are many 
small but nonetheless important details 
which owners can attend to. 

As a relatively new member of the 
R.R.O.C. I have fresh memories of the 
strong desire I had (and have) to learn 
about what makes my car work. The 
trouble was that I didn’t really know what 
questions I should be asking. Help and 
advice was at hand through the friendly 
and sociable members of our Branch, but 
no-one seemed as focussed on preventa- 
tive maintenance as they were on correct- 
ive maintenance. So now I have a mission. 
I seek out the new chums (a good word 
now sadly claimed by a pet food company) 
and if they happen to have a Silver 
Shadow, I urge them to come along to one 
of our work days. Once they see what we 
are endeavouring to do, they are without 
exception, with us all the way. That is a 
sure indication that we are headed in the 
right direction. The fact that we are a non- 
profit group out to share in the pleasure of 
having well maintained as well as well 
built vehicles wins them over every time. 

Much can be done now to preserve 
these comfortable and eminently useable 
examples of motoring excellence. I hope 
other Branches will already have similar 
groups up and running, in which case I am 
eager to communicate with those involved. 
If there are people out there who would like 
to discuss what we are trying to achieve, 
please write to me c/- P.O. Box 444, 
Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616, or give me a call 
on 02-6254-0859. f 
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Southern Aurora Overlander 
Sydney, N.S.W. to Phillip Island, Vic. 


The R.R.O.C. of Australia (New South Wales Branch) Inc. invites your participa- 
tion in the Southern Aurora Overlander which will leave Sydney on Sunday April 
5th, arriving Phillip Island Thursday April 9th to coincide with the commencement 
of the 1998 Federal Rally hosted by the Victoria Branch of the Club. 

The Southern Aurora Overlander will encompass a wonderful driving exper- 
ience, offering a perfect opportunity to view the maritime grandeur of south-eastern 
New South Wales and Victoria. It will have it all! Wild, untamed beauty contrasted 
by tranquil coastal towns, quaint fishing villages and secluded hamlets interspersed 
with magnificent stretches of scenic coastline and picturesque, rugged mountain 
ranges. Remember to bring your camera and video for some wonderful photographic 
opportunities! 

In the tradition of previous Overlanders, forget the ‘fast lane’; just sit back, relax, 
and enjoy the great camaraderie which these events are renowned for engendering. 
The unhurried programme has been designed to allow participants to enjoy motoring 
over excellent roads whilst providing ample opportunity to browse in the numerous 
antique and craft shops to be found along the way, inspect an historic house or two, 
and sample good food and fine wines. 

A unique situation will occur at the commencement of the Southern Aurora 
Overlander when participants will combine with many fellow Club members to take 
part in the Commemoration Run, an annual event of the New South Wales Branch as 
near as practicable to April 1 st to commemorate the trouble-free 15 mile journey made 
on that date in 1904 by Frederick Henry Royce driving one of his famous Royce motor 
cars from Manchester to Knutsford. 

Following the Commemoration Run luncheon on Sunday April Sth at the mag- 
nificent Ocean View Restaurant of Panorama House, perched high on the escarpment 
overlooking the Illawarra coastline at Bulli Tops, the Overlanders will take their leave 
during the afternoon and continue to the first overnight stop at the historic Coolangatta 
Estate at Shoalhaven Heads. 

The second overnight stop will be at delightful Batemans Bay, in a four-star motel 
on the banks of the majestic Clyde River, right in the heart of the Holiday Coast. 
Members of the A.C.T. Branch may wish to join the Overlander at this point. The 
third night’s high standard accommodation will be at Merimbula, in the middle of the 
Sapphire Coast. The tour’e final dinner will be held on the Wednesday evening, at 
the finest four-star motel in beautiful Lakes Entrance, Victoria. Here a vast inland 
system of rivers, lakes and lagoons meets Ninety Mile Beach, one of the most 
secluded, untouched ocean beaches in the world. 

On the last day of the tour, the Overlanders will lunch in the South Gippsland town 
of Yarram before embarking on the final leg, arriving late Thursday afternoon at 
Phillip Island, ready to enjoy, over the following days, the events of the 40th Annual 
Federal Rally. 


Members of all Branches most welcome; 
Overseas members and members of overseas Clubs most welcome; 
Guest rider seats will be available; 

* A limited edition commemorative car badge will be issued; 

* A luggage van will be provided if required. 


Application forms for the Southern Aurora Overlander will be available shortly. 
In the meantime, please direct expressions of interest to: 
Allan Simpson, 
P.O. Box 261, 
Kensington, 
N.S.W. 2033 


Entries Close December 31st, 1997 
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Cars For Sale 


1922 Sliver Ghost (60ZG) with 1911 engine 
96A. Torpedo body to original design. Excel- 
lent condition throughout. Same owner over 
30 years. Complete with mascot and some 
spares. $200,000. Jack Ruben, N.Z. 
+64-4-476-5144 or FAX +64-4-476-5244 


1924 Silver Ghost (57AU) A mostly un- 
touched 4-wheel brake chassis with some- 
what later coachwork by Cramp Bros., 
Hobart. Features include most original 
gaiters, undertrays and covers, Enott's 
lubricators mostly with caps, red radiator 
hose still with origina! clips, rare R-R spare 
wheel mounts, tail-light switch for Australian 
regulations, door linings embossed ‘R-R’. Ex- 
haust and a few other items missing. Rescued 
from an orchard in the 1960s and stored 
since. $85,000 o.n.o. John Griffiths 
03-5254-2496 


1924 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper landau- 
lette. Adelaide delivery new. Believed very 
low mileage. Rare opportunity to acquire a 
very authentic 4-wheel brake Silver Ghost 
with original coachwork. Both reliable and 
useable. $240,000. Keith Wherry 
02-9299-7455 (w) 02-9331-3129 (h) 


1926 Phantom | (45NC) Martin & King saloon 
(circa 1935). Good condition. Original tools. 
$50,000 o.n.o. I.N. Lynch 015-73-9168 
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1924 Silver Ghost (40EU) Vauxhall Motors 
tourer. Last S.G. series, 4-wheel brakes. 
Mechanically restored by present owner over 
30 years. Original engine U135 rebored and 
new pistons etc. by Repco Engineering Mel- 
bourne 20,000 miles ago. New windscreen 
by Roger Fry; near full set of tools in Barker 
running board tool drawers; Barker headlamp 
dipping; luggage carrier and Italian trunk with 
two suitcases. Latest restoration work in- 
cludes new red leather upholstery and red 
carpets, new hood, side curtains and ton- 
neau. A beautiful and reliable touring car. 
$200,000.Fred Robinson Q8-9364-5974 


1925 Phantom | (31HC) Barker sedanca 
coupé (1932). “The first privately owned car 
and the only Rolls-Royce ever supercharged 
and dry-sumped”. This was carried out by the 
late Amherst Villiers of Vauxhall, ‘Bluebird’ 
and Bentley fame. Have all R-R chassis 
records to 1939. Body restored 1983. 4,000 
km. since engine rebuild 1996. Also includes 
best part of spare engine. Winner of many 
‘Ladies’ Choice’, and ‘Public Choice’ at World 
Rally, Canberra, 1988. Will consider trade 
involving 25/30, Silver Dawn, Cloud or 
Shadow. $135,000. Dick Donnelly 
02-9997-2477 or FAX 02-9997-7892 


1935 Bentley 31% Litre (B55DK) Park Ward 
saloon. Dark blue with biack roof and wings 
and dark blue hide. Very original car with one 
owner for nearly thirty years. Interesting cut- 
away running boards. $49,500. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


Cars For Sale 


box model (rare in Australia). Superb condi- 
tion; full set of tools and equipment. $38,000. 
Fred Robinson 08-9364-5974 


1953 Bentley R-type (B582TN) Burgundy 
over silver with belge interior. Sunroof. Full 
restoration, new leather, mechanically excel- 
lent. Any test. Reg. to 3/98 (N.S.W.) RR-235. 
$50,000 o.n.o. Gordon Martin 02-9452-4455 


1954 Silver Dawn (SOG88) Tudor Grey over 
Shell Grey with new grey leather interior. 
Radio, tools, books. New paint, original colour 
scheme. New interior to R-R specifications. A 
magnificent car. $50,000. Allen Curtis 
049-52-9260 (w) or 019-34-6534 


1957 Bentley Continental S1(BC51BG) Hu. 
Mulliner ‘fastback’ two-door saloon. Superb 
new paintwork in the original Black Pearl, with 
grey hide. Automatic, power steering, many 
unusual factory-fitted features. Two previous 
owners. One of the great classic designs. 
Only 123 built, four others in Australia. 
$165,000. Keith Wherry 02-9299-7455 or FAX 
02-9290-1676 


1953 Bentley R-type (B368TN) Manual gear- 


Cars For Sale 


1960 Silver Cloud fl (STB332) Olde English 
White with oxblood Connolly leather and 
matching Wilton carpets. Kellow-Falkiner 
delivery. Superb condition, beautifully res- 
tored. Has won R.R.O.C. concours award. Air 
conditioning, stainless steel exhaust system, 
new Bridgestone tyres, all books, delivery 
papers, receipts, complete toolkit. 12 months 
reg. $55,000. Herb Sacki 03-9876-4333 or 
mobile 0414-54-3804 


a BUS: oa 
1962 Bentley Continental S2 (BC104CZ) 
H.J. Mulliner ‘Flying Spur’ saloon. Claret with 
off-white hide. Many special features includ- 
ing metal sunroof and picnic tables. Also 
fitted with air conditioning and CD multiplay. 
Not restored but in good condition 
throughout. $95,000. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


1970 Silver Shadow (SRH8566) Tudor Grey 
over Shell Grey with red leather interior. Genuine 
94,000 miles and three owners since new. 
Present owner 15 years. Excellent condition. 
$30,000 to good home only. Bill Jones 
08-8338-1874 or 018-80-7504 


1982 Silver Spirit (ASC05 178) Silver Sand ove 
Nutmeg with beige upholstery. Melbourne 
delivery, first registered May 1983. Under 60,000 
km. One previous owner. Serviced only by R-R 
agents. Piranha alarm and remote locking. 
$75,000 firm. StUohn Herbert 02-6288-0647 


Parts For Sale 


Heater matrix to suit early Bentley Mk VI. 
7% diameter, 2" deep. Genuine part, not a 
replacement design. Perfect order. $250 
0.n.o. David Cornish 03-5762-5342 


‘Quick-lift’ window winder handle for Mk VI, 
Silver Dawn etc., needs chrome, $35. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Market Place 


3048 


PRAECLARVM 


ROLLS:-ROYCE OWNERS CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Parts For Sale 


Magneto. Following the purchase of a ZR6 
magneto for my 1912 Silver Ghost | now have 
for sale the Bosch D6 magneto. $1,000. Keith 
Wherry 02-9299-7455 (w) 02-9331-3129 (h) 
or FAX 02-9290-1676 


For Bentley Mk VI: custom-made cover with 
embroidered ‘'B'; tool tray, less tools; 
workshop manual published by BDC Long 
Crendon; r/h side front wing, some accident 
damage. Tony Davidson 08-8332-5550 or 
FAX 08-8332-5545 


Gearbox, manual, fully reconditioned, to suit 
Mk VI or R-type (or Silver Dawn, Silver Wraith). 
$4,000 o.n.o. Gordon Martin 02-9452-4455 


Silver Shadow parts: 2 x front disc rotors, part 
number UR.12114, $200 each; 2 x top ball 
joints, UR.71664, $300 each; set rear brake 
pads, $90; boot hinges and torsion bar as- 
sembly, $120; 4 x oil filters, $20 each plus 
postage; petrol filters, $10 each plus 
postage; surround for four-door saloon rear 
window in dark wood including shelf and 
other pieces, $90.00. All genuine R-R parts. 
John Cooper 08-8449-1370 or mobile 
014-95-1940 


SCI/S1 toolkit complete, including spare yel- 
low foglight/indicator bulbs. $700 0.n.0. John 
Cooper 08-8449-1370 or mobile 014-95-1940 


Phantom III engine/gearbox coupling part 
number G78463A. $200 or exchange for a 
new Phantom | coupling. Alan Robert 
07-554 1-4500 or FAX 07-5541-2835 


Set of aluminium mudguards, new, suitable 
for small h.p. model. Made in the style of Park 
Ward. Suit tourer, saloon, etc. $2,000. David 
Axe 02-9955-2352 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: one pair of front wings/mudguards 
for 1925 20 h.p. Anything considered as long 
as they are restorable. Martin McCarthy 
049-95-6197 


Wanted: ‘Quick-lift’ window handle, coach- 
built type (with flattened knob on the end). 
Any condition. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7 140 
(‘phone & FAX) 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 
availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Literature For Sale 


Handbook for 20/25 chassis GEX49. If the 
current owner(s) of this 1933 20/25 makes 
contact | will give him/her/them the original 
handbook. Keith Wherry 02-9299-7455 (w) 
02-933 1-3129 (h) or FAX 02-9290-1676 


Handbooks, all in perfect condition. Original 
editions with clip-down covers: Bentley Mk VI, 
‘big bore’ (4,566cc) model, $175; Silver 
Wraith, final long wheelbase model with S.U. 
carburetters, $175; Bentley S1, early (6.6:1 
compression) model, $175. Factory reprints 
with black covers blocked gold: Silver Cloud 
{I} H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward coachbuilt 
models, $90; Bentley Mk VI 4% Litre, $60. 
Martin Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Bentley Handbooks: 1985 Turbo R, 1990 and 
later Mulsanne S, 1990 and later Eight. All 
mint. $75 each (compare the dealers' price!). 
Martin Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Literature Wanted 


Back issues of R.R.E.C. Bulletin and Flying 
Lady. Martin McCarthy 049-95-6197 


Handbooks for pre-Silver Shadow cars 
wanted. Originals only, no later reprints 
please. Julian Walter 0418-91-3914 or FAX 
09-383-3523 


Services 


Jonathan White has resumed making hand- 
made number plate frames after moving to 
Queensland. Frames are made of 1% inch 
angle brass, brazed mitred corners, 
prepared to perfection prior to plating. 3 ml 
clear acrylic for plate protection. Any size 
catered for. $65.00 plus postage. 
07-5534-4441 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $236. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
’Phone/FAX 07 1-61-2512 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour prints 
are perfectly acceptable. Please do not 
send negatives or transparencies. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


Services 


Stiver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


LMARR has it! 


‘ Disc 
Outer hub ring rs — Inner hub plate 
\ _ XxX 
WY 


Air valve 
extension 


Curved 
air valve 


Spanner.’ “pir lock assembly 

All you need to fitnew ¢ Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your : Poe 
Pre-WWII Classic. : Higpan exenies 
Write, phone or fax ° Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


¢ Bugatti 
LMARR DISK,LTD 


¢ Delage 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tél: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


pil 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


5-97 3049 


Dr John Milverton thanks Edec Industries for the rebuilding of the engine of his 1914 Rolls-Royce 
Silver Ghost 6TB which reached his every expectation. 


aled the high standard of Edec’s workmanship 
culminating in 6TB’s being awarded 2nd prize in its class at the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club’s Annual 
Rally at Althorp U.K. in 1997 from 26 international entrants. 


EDEC Industries Phone. (02) 9319 5339 
10 Stokes Avenue Fax. (02) 9319 5339 
Alexandria 2015 
Sydney. N.S.W. 


IF YOU WANT THE 
BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


R.A.MeDermott & Co. 


Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic. 3141 Tel: (03) 9804 7977 
Melbourne Workshop: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney: 8 Hunt Street, Surrey Hills, N-S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 


Now. the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 27 Years 

| Revealeal! 


: INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Beniley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 
¢ UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Daily. 
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PRA‘:CLARVM 
Display Advertising 
If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted on computer disc 
‘or in camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out 
to your requirements on the Club’s computer system as a 
free service. Compare these highly competitive and 
economical rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Haif Page - $230 


Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Allamb/’, 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 


*Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 


¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


|! WORLD LEADER IN RESTORATION ITEMS 
RD aRrsco. FOR ALL POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. PRODUCER / 
O.E.M. DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. 
weather Strips & Seals For All Post War Std. & Custom 
Bodied e« Complete Weatherstrip Packages e- Glass « 
Workshop Manuals « Handbooks « Show Car Details « Light 
Maintenance items « Reconditioned Used Parts « Million | 
Dollar Inventory of New Old Factory Stock thru Spirit/Spur 


Engine Bearings 4% mains .030 $375/set , 4% mains .020 $325/set. 

Post War 6 cyl. Rod Bearings Std. $350/set Thrust Washers - 66% discount $100/set of 4 
Cloud/S, R-type Trunk Seals $39. Shadow’T Trunk Seals $29. 

Early Shadow Hubcaps -non-vented- New $275.each 

Early Bentley “T” Hubcaps- non-vented- near mint $225.each 

Cloud/S Tune-Up Kit $55.(points, condenser, rotor, upright cap) 


ALL R.R.O.C.0.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE OUR WHOLESALE / TRADE PRICES! 
Visa / Mastercard welcome, Westpac (Aus.) deposit avail., $U.S.D. or $Aus., no problem. 
international shipments leave daily(Air Post, UPS, & Heavy consolidation available.) 


REPLACEMENT PARTS CO. (MAIL) P.O. BOX 152 
PHONE: 0011-1-770-459-0040 (—14 HOURS) VILLA RICA, GA 
FAX: 0011-1-770-459-8935 30180 U.S.A. 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 4 


— 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, "Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 
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PHONE FORA QUOTE ON; 
Melbourne Adelaide Perth Sydney Brisbane Hobart Darwin 
(03) 9584 7266 (08) 294 9000 (09) 479 3555 (02) 9587666 (07) 892 2776 (002) 238 333 (089) 852 477 


Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Insurer: Sun Alliance and Royal Insurance Australia Limited. ACN 005 297 807 


You can look at cheapness in two ways. One is 
based on money and the other on value. If you bring 
us a Holden or a Falcon to repair, we’re not cheap. 
Our friend Joe de Smash on the comer will get you 
back on the road for less money than we’ll charge. 
He’ll bolt on new panels, bog up dents with plastic 
filler and spray on paint. He’II do it quickly, and he 
might even get close to matching the colour. 

But if you send your Rolls-Royce or Bentley to Joe, 
whatever he charges you will be dear. 

On the other hand, our repair will be cheap. 

Its all about true value. We seldom replace body 
panels, because each Rolls-Royce and Bentley car 
is unique, and so are its panels. Its usually better to 
repair them. But that entails lead wiping and file 
finishing, skills that Joe just can’t offer. When we 


come to paint, we’ll match the colour exactly, and 
apply the paint precisely to your Rolls-Royce. 
Afterwards, we’ll polish the whole car so that 
nobody will ever know it had been damaged. 

The same goes for the refurbishment of woodwork, 
metalwork, leather upholstery, headlining and 
carpets. Sure, there are substitutes at lower prices, 
as Joe will tell you, but they destroy the quality and 
authenticity of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor 
cars. 

And they don’t last. 

So if you want the cheapest - but most destructive - 
tepair in town, take your car to Joe. 

But if you want the most cost effective Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley repair in Australia, we'll see you in 
reception. 


25-27 Regatta Road Five Dock 2046 
Phone (02) 9744 5111 Fax (02) 9744 5517 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY. LTD 
20 PIRIE STREET FYSHWICK ACT 2609 (02) 6280 6733 


Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 
Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, Fyshwick, 2609 


